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Sponsor(s):   Rep Wilkey
Introduction Date:2/1/00
Assignment Date:
     
Due Date:
     
Text of Legislation:  

Amend KRS 441.125 to establish the procedure for a jail inmate to work on a community-service-related project; amend KRS 441.510 to provide for the transportation of jail inmates; amend KRS 532.100 to permit the housing of Class C felons in county jails under certain circumstances



Summary Impact -- Indicate affected service levels, workloads, staff and program areas (describe any coordination issues with other state/external agencies or groups): 

The proposed amendments to KRS 441.125 relating to community service projects and proposed changes to KRS 441.510 relating to the tranportation of inmates will have no impact on the Department of Corrections.  The bill also proposes including Community Custody Class D and Class C felons with a sentence of more than five (5) years in that group of felons who shall be housed in local jails for their entire remaining period of confinement.  The bill stipulates that these inmates shall be transferred to local jails only if there are beds available in the county jail and state facilities, including prisons and halfway houses, are at capacity.  The Department estimates that this provision will expand the number of state prisoners eligible to serve their sentences in county jails by approximately 350.  There will be a relatively modest workload increase placed upon the Department’s central office staff involved in processing records and payments to counties for the increased numbers of state prisoners.      

Fiscal Impact -- Also include increased/decreased administrative cost and whether new fund sources would be required (identify fund sources, and GOPM staff person consulted): 
The proposed amendments to KRS 441.125 and KRS 441.510 will have no fiscal impact on the Department of Corrections.

The provision that includes the mandatory (with certain stipulations) housing of community custody Class D and Class C felons with greater than a five year sentence in local jails would increase the number of state prisoners eligible to be housed in county jails by approximately 350 inmates.  The net cost to the Department relating to this proposal is difficult to calculate because the actual number of inmates diverted to local jails as a result of this proposal is impossible to project based on jail bed availability and the capacity utilization of prison beds and halfway houses at any given time.  The cost estimate is also complicated by the fact that if beds are available in the jails, inmates may be transferred from state operated prisons or privately operated prisons, each with a significant cost difference.  There would be a net savings to the Department, for example, if prisoners are diverted to jails from private prisons as the per diem rate paid to local jails is $26.23 compared to the private minimum security prison rate of $29.60 per day.  Conversely, if inmates are transferred from a state operated prison as a result of this bill, a net cost increase will result as the marginal direct cost of housing additional inmates at a state operated prison is only $13.13 per day compared to the jail rate of $26.23.   As the mix of inmates transferred to local jails as a result of this bill is not possible to identify at this time so is the cost impact not possible to identify. 
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