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SUBJECT/TITLE
Crimes and punishment; prisoner community service; transportation of female prisoners; incarcerating Class C felons in county jails

SPONSOR
Rep. Rob Wilkey

MANDATE SUMMARY

Unit of Government:

City;
X
County;
X
Urban County Government

Program/

Office(s) Impacted:
 Fiscal Courts; county and region jails; jailers

Requirement:
X
Mandatory

Optional

Effect on

Powers & Duties
X
Modifies Existing

Adds New

Eliminates Existing

PURPOSE/MECHANICS

The provisions of this bill establish the procedures for a jail inmate to work on a community-service project; provide for the transportation of female jail inmates; and permit the housing of Class C felons in county jails under certain circumstances.

FISCAL EXPLANATION/BILL PROVISIONS
ESTIMATED COST

The fiscal impact of this bill is indeterminable and minimal to moderate. The provisions of the bill regarding procedures for community service work should have no impact. The transportation provisions (female transportation officer to transport female prisoners) are, for the most part, current procedure (alternatively, in some cases, two male transportation officers are used). However, providing jailers with statutory authority to require fiscal courts to fund the use of female transportation officers during the transportation of female prisoners provides jailers with additional liability protection and could result in some additional costs to a fiscal court.

Adding Class C felony minimum security prisoners to Class D felons as categories of state prisoners who may be incarcerated at local and regional jails can have a moderate positive fiscal impact on jail budgets. Thousands of empty jail beds are projected for the coming years, and the state reimbursement ($23.23) to local and regional jails for additional Class C felons (in addition to Class D felons) can help to defray local/regional jail operating costs. On the other hand, there could be moderate costs associated with the bill's requirement that local/regional jails which house Class D and C felon inmates must offer programs recommended by the Jail Standards Commission (e.g., treatment, programming, academic/vocational training). However, the bill provides that counties choosing not to comply with the above requirement, or certain other provisions of the bill, shall be granted a waiver (i.e., will not be required to house state inmates).
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Harold Taylor (Pres., Ky. Jailers Assoc.); James Kemper (Franklin County Jailer)

PREPARER
H. Marks
REVIEW

DATE


Page 2

