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SUBJECT/TITLE
An Act relating to acupuncture.

SPONSOR
Representative Joni Jenkins

NOTE SUMMARY

Fiscal Analysis:
               Impact
              No Impact
  X    Indeterminable Impact

Level(s) of Impact:
                  State
                       Local
               Federal

Budget Unit(s) Impact
Board of Medical Licensure

Fund(s) Impact:
              General
                Road
               Federal


     X         Restricted Agency (Type)
               (Other)

FISCAL SUMMARY

_____________________________________________________________________________

Fiscal Estimates
1999-2000
2000-2001
2001-2002
Future Annual

Rate of Change

Revenues (+/-)





Expenditures (+/-)

Indeterminable
Indeterminable


Net Effect

Indeterminable
Indeterminable


_____________________________________________________________________________

MEASURE'S PURPOSE:  Establishes licensure standards for acupuncturists, and establishes a 7 member advisory council to oversee practicing acupuncturists.

PROVISION/MECHANICS:  Creates new sections of KRS Chapter 311 to license acupuncture practitioners; define terms; require any person who practices acupuncture or who holds himself or herself out as an acupuncture practitioner to be licensed; Exempts other licensed professionals working within the scope of their practice from this Act; Permits licensing by endorsement if the original state of licensing has requirements that meet or exceed Kentucky's; Permits the provisional licensing of those with prior experience; Requires persons with a provisional license to meet board requirements within one year or cease to practice; Caps licensing and renewal fees at $200; Establishes a 7-member advisory council; Establishes the council's duties to include advising the board on licensing, hearings, continuing education programs, standards of practice, and more; Requires an acupuncture practitioner to review the patient's diagnosis if the patient is being treated by a physician; Requires the practitioner to obtain informed consent from the patient and to disclose to the patient the practitioner's qualifications and the treatment's risk; Requires the practitioner to direct the patient to consult with his or her primary care physician about acupuncture treatment if the patient has specified preexisting conditions; Requires that needles used be sterilized and comply with federal standards; Establishes standards for the content of patients record; Establishes disciplinary grounds; Amends KRS 311.550 to exclude the practice of acupuncture from the definition of the practice of medicine and osteopathy. 

FISCAL EXPLANATION:  HB 566 will have no fiscal impact on the Cabinet for Health Services.  

The fiscal impact on the Board of Medical Licensure is indeterminable because the number of potential licensees is not known.  This number will have a direct impact on the costs of operating the board and administering the licensing and review procedures and if the board can become self-sufficient.  The following, are possible costs that may be incurred.

Per Diem Expenses - [$100 X 7 (Board Members) X 4 (Meetings)] = $2,800

It is assumed that each of the seven board members would receive $100 per diem for each meeting attended and that the board would meet four times a year. 

Travel and Actual Expenses = $2,800

It is assumed that some members would require overnight lodging and mileage.  Because it is not known how many would need both, $100 per member is allocated for this expense.  This would represent the average expense for members.

One Additional Staff Person -Salary Expense [$28,000 + Benefits ($7,000)] = $35,000

This person would handle correspondence and the administrative function of the board.

Support for these costs would have to be advanced from another source until the $200 license fee generated sufficient revenues to make the board self-sufficient.
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