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AN ACT relating to private property.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

SECTION 1.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 433 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
As used in this section, "vehicle" means any device in, upon, or by which any person or property is or may be transported, including a device moved by human or animal power and including an all-terrain vehicle as defined by KRS 189.010. 

(2)
It shall be unlawful for any person, without the express prior written permission of the property owner, to operate any vehicle on private property that subsequently digs, tears up, breaks, or otherwise damages any tree, shrub, turf, cultivated crop, waterway, structure, bridge, or fence located on that property.

(3)
Any person who violates subsection (2) of this section shall be guilty of:

(a)
Criminal mischief in the first degree under KRS 512.020 if the damage results in a pecuniary loss of one thousand dollars ($1,000) or more;

(b)
Criminal mischief in the second degree under KRS 512.030 if the damage results in a pecuniary loss of five hundred dollars ($500) or more;

(c)
Criminal mischief in the third degree under KRS 512.040 if the damage results in a pecuniary loss of less than five hundred dollars ($500).
(4)
In addition to the penalties provided in subsection (3) of this section, upon conviction of any person for a violation of subsection (2) of this section, the vehicle or vehicles used in the commission of the violation shall be forfeited as provided in KRS 500.090 by court order and shall be sold or disposed of in accordance with KRS 500.090, except that the balance of the proceeds from the sale after expenses are met and liens are paid shall be paid to the property owner in an amount not to exceed the estimated damage to the property. Any remaining funds shall be paid as set forth in KRS 500.090(1)(b).
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