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MEASURE'S PURPOSE:  The purpose of this legislation is to establish a Physical Therapy Practitioners Committee.

PROVISION/MECHANICS:  HB 618/GA creates new sections of KRS Chapter 327 to establish a impaired physical therapy practitioners committee to identify, intervene, treat, and rehabilitate physical therapists and physical therapists' assistants impaired by illness, drug or alcohol abuse, or any physical or mental condition; includes an assessment fee upon license or certificate renewal to be expended on the program; reporting procedures to the board; establishes confidentiality of information to the board; amends several sections of KRS Chapter 327 to increase board membership to 7; sets appointment term to 4 years; allows members to serve 2 successive terms; allows board a per diem not to exceed $120 while engaged in official duties; give the board authority to promulgate administrative regulations for the physical and mental examinations of physical therapists or physical therapists' assistants who may be considered impaired to practice; allows board to set renewal fees by promulgation of administrative regulations; adds requirements for licensing for individuals educated outside the United States;  clarifies waiver requirements to be allowed by the board for graduates of professional physical therapy education programs pre-approved by the board; adds disciplinary actions taken by the board against licensees, certificate holders, or applicants; adds sexual contact without consent and sexual harassment in the actions that constitute grounds for disciplinary action by the board; adds that private admonishment of the licensee shall not be publicly disclosed; adds that fees received and collected under the provisions of this chapter will be deposited into a revolving fund in the State Treasury to be used by the board to defray the costs of the provisions of this chapter; gives the board authority to employ an executive director and other personnel.

FISCAL EXPLANATION:  

The fiscal impact on the Board of Physical Therapy is indeterminable.  The board plans to contract with a private concern to provide services for impaired professionals.  It is not known what this service might cost.  HB 618 levies an additional fee (up to $20) every two years on the 3,200 licensees.  This fee has the potential of generating an additional $64,000 every two years to cover this contract.  Other new costs in this legislation would be the cost of two additional board members.  At the current per diem, this would add $512 per year (2 members x $64 [per diem] x 4 meetings).
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