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SUBJECT/TITLE
Relating to motor vehicles left on state highways

SPONSOR
Rep. Thomas Kerr

MANDATE SUMMARY

Unit of Government:
X
City;
X
County;
X
Urban County Government

Program/

Office(s) Impacted:
 Local law enforcement

Requirement:
X
Mandatory

Optional

Effect on

Powers & Duties

Modifies Existing
X
Adds New

Eliminates Existing

PURPOSE/MECHANICS

The bill requires that any vehicle left on the shoulder of an interstate parkway or highway be moved immediately.  The bill affects local law enforcement officials who patrol interstate parkways or highways because it requires them to act immediately when they might otherwise just note a vehicle's location and return a few hours later to see if the problem had been corrected and the vehicle moved.

FISCAL EXPLANATION/BILL PROVISIONS
ESTIMATED COST

The effect of BR 1384 is indeterminable, but would be minimal if at all.  The bill requires that any vehicle left on the shoulder of an interstate parkway or highway be removed immediately.  Vehicles that are attended shall be moved immediately to a site chosen by the person attending the vehicle.

County officials indicated a minimal fiscal impact associated with BR 1384, and most suggested the possibility of a positive impact.  Vehicles located along the interstate highways and state highways may require law enforcement officers to make numerous checks of the vehicle.  This bill would require a single effort by law enforcement officers when dealing with these vehicles.  Additionally, county officials indicated that this requirement could reduce accidents involving vehicles left on the shoulders of highways, therefore saving law enforcement personnel effort and time.  Also, travelers safety could be positively impacted by this requirement.
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