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SUBJECT/TITLE
Small and farm wineries

SPONSOR
Rep. Jodie Haydon

MANDATE SUMMARY

Unit of Government:

City;
X
County;

Urban County Government

Program/

Office(s) Impacted:
 fiscal courts; judge executives; county clerks; sheriffs offices

Requirement:
X
Mandatory

Optional

Effect on

Powers & Duties
X
Modifies Existing

Adds New

Eliminates Existing

PURPOSE/MECHANICS

The bill provides that a limited sale precinct election may be held in a precinct containing a licensed small winery in a dry territory.

FISCAL EXPLANATION/BILL PROVISIONS
ESTIMATED COST

The immediate fiscal impact of the bill on local government is indeterminable, but as many as 6 to 8 counties might be affected. If the required number of signatures are obtained on a petition, a county must conduct an election in the appropriate "dry" precinct on the question:  "Are you in favor of the sale of wine at the (name of the licensed small winery or wineries)?"

The fiscal impact in this measure comes in the cost of conducting a precinct-level local option election.  Officials said those costs can vary from county to county.  A county bears the cost of a local option election.  The state contributes $255 per precinct for counties to conduct regular elections.  According to Leslie County Clerk James Lewis, president of the Kentucky County Clerks' Association, it costs an average of $750 per precinct statewide to conduct an election.  Lewis said precinct-level option election costs are generally higherSYMBOL 190 \f "Symbol"he estimated roughly $2,000SYMBOL 190 \f "Symbol"because many of the costs associated with those are the same as regular countywide elections.  That was borne out in Madison County where a December 1999 precinct-level option election cost taxpayers about $3,200.  The election there carried many of the same costs as a regular election, but there also were some internal, office costs associated with processing the petition calling for the election.

DATA SOURCE(S)
KRS; Alcoholic Beverage Control; Madison County Clerk Mary Jane Ginter; James Lewis, president of the Kentucky County Clerks' Association; Kentucky Board of Elections
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