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Subject:  
AN ACT relating to crimes and punishments
Sponsor(s):   B. Yonts
Introduction Date:Jan 4
Assignment Date:

Due Date:

Text of Legislation:  

Amend KRS 532.055 which provides jurors sentencing information in felony cases, to include misdemeanor cases.



Summary Impact -- Indicate affected service levels, workloads, staff and program areas (describe any coordination issues with other state/external agencies or groups): 

This bill would have a significant impact on the Division of Probation and Parole if in fact the court wanted parole officers to testify at Misdemeanor trials. Parole officers are currently subpoenaed to testify in felony “truth in sentencing” phases. The logical assumption would be that Parole Officers who be required to pick up this additional duty. The workload impact is hard to determine since the AOC cannot delineate the number of misdemeanor trials in the last biennuim. The workload impact is to place an additional duty on Parole Officers who generally are carrying very high caseloads in excess of 85-100 clients in urban areas of the state. The additional time spent waiting in court as a result of this bill will negatively impact these officer’s ability to supervise their already high caseloads. 

Fiscal Impact -- Also include increased/decreased administrative cost and whether new fund sources would be required (identify fund sources, and GOPM staff person consulted): 
The Bill will require additional staffing primarily in the urban areas of the commonwealth and the noted areas of the state where District Courts currently utilize the Department’s services.  A modest estimate would be 10 additional staff to cover the additional burden of this task. The personnel cost is $380,000. Operating expenses are estimated at $150,000 per annum for a total estimated cost of $530,000 per annum.

Recommendation: 
Will Administrative Regulations be required or will existing regulations need revision?    

Yes  

No
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