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SUBJECT/TITLE
Crimes and punishments; juries now to determine both guilt AND punishment in misdemeanor cases as they do now in felony cases

SPONSOR
Rep. Brent Yonts

MANDATE SUMMARY

Unit of Government:
X
City;
X
County;
X
Urban County Government

Program/

Office(s) Impacted:
 peace officers; courts, jails and jailers

Requirement:
X
Mandatory

Optional

Effect on

Powers & Duties
X
Modifies Existing

Adds New

Eliminates Existing

PURPOSE/MECHANICS

The bill adds the words "and misdemeanor" to KRS 532.055, thus providing that misdemeanor cases will now, like felony cases, be bifurcated into a verdict and a sentencing phase, i.e., juries will now hear additional evidence (related to sentencing) which is generally not admissible in the verdict phase of a trial, and will determine punishment based on  testimony and evidence provided in the sentencing phase of the trial.

FISCAL EXPLANATION/BILL PROVISIONS
ESTIMATED COST

The fiscal impact of this bill is indeterminable, but likely will be minimal to moderate. There may be some increase in peace officer overtime or other costs associated with peace officer testimony and other documentation required during the sentencing phase of a misdemeanor trial. Similarly, there may be additional time and costs associated with assembling documents from the district courts or county court houses which hold records related to a defendants' previous records.

There could also be some increase in jail time as a consequence of juries receiving additional testimony/evidence about a defendant, and determining punishment. However, some local governments have ordinances providing for payment of incarceration by a convict.

DATA SOURCE(S)
Norman Lawson (LRC); Scott Clark (Asst. Frankfort Police Chief)
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