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MEASURE'S PURPOSE:  HB 694/HCS allows a one time payment for reimbursement of relocation expenses for victims of domestic violence or child abuse; provides that a claimant must have a minimum claim of one hundred dollars before applying for aid from the Crime Victims Compensation Board; includes pedestrians among victims of crime and to deletes reference to needy persons; prohibits the granting of compensation to person convicted of a felony involving drugs or violence; provides that a victim ask the board to reconsider its final decision before appealing to the circuit court; provides for mileage reimbursement, limits on mental health counseling, and to increases the amount of compensation for lost wages; and deletes provisions allowing for reduction of the amount of an award where victim will not suffer financial hardship. 

PROVISION/MECHANICS:  HB 694/HCS creates new sections of KRS Chapter 346; and amends KRS 346.020, KRS 346.050, KRS 346.080, KRS 346.130 and KRS 346.140.

FISCAL EXPLANATION:  The fiscal impact of HB 694/HCS is indeterminable due to the lack of data regarding how many additional victims would be eligible for benefits under the provisions of HB 694/HCS.  Each victim is treated as an individual case and benefits payable will vary in amount, based on individual injuries sustained, existing insurance coverage, amount of mental health counseling, if applicable, and other factors.
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