SENATE

KENTUCKY GENERAL ASSEMBLY AMENDMENT FORM

2000 REGULAR SESSION

Amend printed copy of HOUSE BILL 706/GA

On page 6, between lines 20 and 21, by inserting the following:

"(9)
(a)
The authority shall establish a Healthy Babies Work Group, consisting of representatives from the Cabinet for Families and Children, the Cabinet for Health Services, public schools, local libraries, the Kentucky March of Dimes, family resource centers, agencies that provide benefits under the Special Supplementation Food Program for Women, Infants, and Children, the Folic Acid Awareness Campaign, physicians, secondary health education and consumer sciences teachers, the Spina Bifida Association of Kentucky, and other persons as appropriate. Representatives shall reflect the geographic, racial, and gender diversity of the Commonwealth.

(b)
The Healthy Babies Work Group shall collaborate on development and implementation of a public awareness campaign to inform the citizens of the Commonwealth about the benefits of good nutrition, folic acid, smoking cessation, and healthy lifestyle choices that lead to healthy babies, the effects of alcohol and substance abuse on fetal and early childhood development, and the need for a vision examination of children at age three (3). The work group shall work with local health departments for the vision examination outreach program.
(10)
The authority shall work with local entities, including but not limited to health departments and service providers, to establish to the extent of available funding a vision examination program for children who are not eligible for the Kentucky Children's Health Insurance Program or Medicaid, and who do not have insurance coverage for a vision examination.

(11)
The authority shall develop a request for proposal process by which local early childhood councils may request any funding appropriated to the authority for use by the councils."; and
On page 7, line 8, after "form", by inserting the "a"; and

On page 7, line 8, by deleting "councils" and inserting "council" in lieu thereof; and

On page 7, line 12, by inserting after "organizations" the following: ", including but not limited to the organizations or agencies"; and

On page 16, line 13, after "(g)", by deleting all new language through line 20 and inserting the following in lieu thereof:


"A vision examination by an optometrist or ophthalmologist that shall be required by the Kentucky Board of Education. The administrative regulations shall require evidence that a vision examination that meets the criteria prescribed by the Kentucky Board of Education has been performed. This evidence shall be submitted to the school no later than January 1 of the first year that the child is enrolled in public school, public preschool, or Head Start program;"; and

On page 46, between lines 13 and 14, by inserting the following:

"(16)
When a birth certificate is filed for any birth that occurred outside an institution, the Cabinet for Health Services shall forward information regarding the need for an auditory screening for an infant and a list of options available for obtaining an auditory screening for an infant. The list shall include the Commission for Children with Special Health Care Needs, local health departments as established in KRS Chapter 212, hospitals offering obstetric services, alternative birthing centers required to provide an auditory screening under Section 11 of this Act, and licensed audiologists, and shall specify the hearing methods approved by the Early Child Development Authority in accordance with Section 11 of this Act.".
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