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AN ACT relating to child support recovery

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

SECTION 1.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS 205.710 TO 205.800 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
In any county where the county attorney is the designee of the cabinet for the purpose of administering the program of child support recovery, the county attorney may appoint one (1) or more child support enforcement officers to assist in the execution or service of all forms of legal process relating to the establishment, enforcement, and collection of child support. These officers shall have all the powers of a peace officer under state law. A child support enforcement officer shall not be automatically deemed an interested party in litigation merely by virtue of serving process on behalf of the Commonwealth.

(2)
Any person appointed a child support enforcement officer shall meet the minimum requirements of a peace officer contained in KRS 61.300.

(3)
Within one (1) year of the appointment of any child support enforcement officer, the county attorney shall obtain Kentucky Law Enforcement Council certification of each appointee under KRS 15.380 to 15.402. If the county attorney seeks certification through Kentucky Law Enforcement Council administered tests, the council shall waive all costs of the required tests under KRS 15.384.

(4)
Any deputy constable performing services for a county attorney under KRS 205.782 on the effective date of this Act, who is appointed a child support enforcement officer by that county attorney, shall be granted certified status as long as that deputy constable holds the appointment under that county attorney. Any deputy constable who leaves the employ of a county attorney and seeks employment with another county attorney in the capacity of a child support enforcement officer shall be required to comply with the certification process of the Kentucky Law Enforcement Council as described in subsection (3) of this section.
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