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SUBJECT/TITLE
AOC building requirements

SPONSOR
Rep. Robert Damron

MANDATE SUMMARY

Unit of Government:

City;
X
County;
X
Urban County Government

Program/

Office(s) Impacted:
 County government

Requirement:
X
Mandatory

Optional

Effect on

Powers & Duties
X
Modifies Existing
X
Adds New
X
Eliminates Existing

PURPOSE/MECHANICS

HB 734/GA requires local governments to comply with certain procedures for court facility construction or renovation.

FISCAL EXPLANATION/BILL PROVISIONS
ESTIMATED COST

The fiscal impact of HB 734/GA on counties and urban-county governments is indeterminable, although it should be minimal.  Currently, the state reimburses local governments for court building and renovation projects.  That system would continue, but this bill puts more Administrative Office of the Courts control and oversight in future court construction efforts.  The measure requires the AOC to assess the need for court projects, develop project programs with cost estimates, develop a prioritized list of projects, certify a county's ability to pay for a project and maintain uniform contracts with counties.  The measure stipulates AOC approval of all contracts for the design, financing and construction of court projects.  It also sets limits on bond terms and requires approval for cost overruns on court projects.  According to LRC staff, the bill represents an attempt to prevent some of the large cost overruns that have occurred with recent court facility projects in the state.

One section of the measure requires counties to enter into memorandums of agreement with the AOC before undertaking court projects, but that requirement should carry a minimal cost.
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