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MEASURE'S PURPOSE:  To require the Cabinet for Health Services (CHS) to include nondiscrimination standards for all Medicaid providers and contractors that improve access to culturally competent health care for medical assistance recipients, including equal and access and consideration for all covered services to all medically necessary services or facilities regardless of geographic location.  In addition, requires that any outreach activities to increase beneficiaries include activities directed to minority, gender, racial and ethnic group members.  Requires that the Department for Medicaid Services monitor compliance with this legislation.

PROVISION/MECHANICS:  Amends KRS Chapter 205.510 to 205.645 to require the Cabinet for Health Services to include nondiscrimination standards for Medicaid providers and contractors in all Medicaid contracts; Requires Medicaid contractors to develop written policies regarding nondiscrimination in the provision of culturally appropriate care; Requires Medicaid contractors to develop provider networks to accommodate the racial and ethnic composition of enrollees; Requires any data on enrollment, access, and utilization of services based on minority, racial, or ethnic group to be reported to the Legislative Research Commission prior to September 1, 2001, and annually thereafter; and, amends KRS 205.510 to define "nondiscrimination standards for Medicaid providers and contractors".

FISCAL EXPLANATION:  HB 762GA will not have a fiscal impact on the Cabinet for Health Services.
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