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MEASURE'S PURPOSE:  The purpose of HB 77/HCS is to create new sections of KRS Chapter 158 to establish school dropout prevention goals to be achieved by 2006.  Directs the Kentucky Department of Education to award grants to local school districts for dropout prevention programs based upon available appropriations from the General Assembly.  Amends KRS 156.095 to require the Kentucky Department of Education to provide regional training related to dropout problems.  Amends KRS 159.010 to require local school districts to personally contact dropouts between the ages of 16 and 18 to encourage them to re-enroll.  Amends KRS 158.6455 to limit rewards to schools that have an annual dropout rate of less than five percent (5%).

PROVISION/MECHANICS:  Creates new sections of KRS Chapter 158 to describe the findings of the General Assembly relating to school dropouts; to establish goals to be achieved by 2006; to require the Kentucky Department of Education to establish and implement a comprehensive statewide strategy to provide assistance to local districts and to address the dropout problem; to require that 75% of the funds for grants to local districts be used at the elementary and middle school grades and 25% at the high school and in districts that have a three-year average annual dropout rate in excess of five percent; amends KRS 156.095 to require the department to provide regional training related to the dropout problems; amends KRS 158.148 to conform; amends KRS 159.010 to require districts to contact dropouts between the ages of 16 and 18 to encourage them to re-enroll in school; and amends KRS 158.6455 to limit rewards to schools that otherwise qualify and have an annual dropout rate of less than five percent. 

FISCAL EXPLANATION:  HB 77/HCS has no fiscal impact.  HB 77/HCS states, "The department shall award grants to local school districts for dropout prevention programs based upon available appropriations from the General Assembly..."  Any fiscal impact would occur when the General Assembly, at its discretion, appropriates funds for this purpose.
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