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AN ACT relating to bounty hunters.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

SECTION 1.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 440 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
As used in this section, "bounty hunter" means any person whose services or actions performed are for the purpose of capturing a fugitive for a gratuity, additional pecuniary benefit, compensation previously paid by a non-governmental entity, or a reward. "Bounty hunter" includes a bail bondsman and his or her agent.

(2)
Every bounty hunter shall, prior to taking any action in that person's capacity as a bounty hunter, notify the state police of the bounty hunter's presence in the Commonwealth and notify the sheriff of each county in which surveillance or apprehension is to take place of the bounty hunter's presence in that county. The bounty hunter shall make a separate notification for each fugitive being pursued by the bounty hunter and shall, where the bounty hunter remains in the Commonwealth, register the bounty hunter's presence each month that the bounty hunter remains in the Commonwealth. Notification to the state police shall be on a form provided by the state police and may be done at any state police post. Notification to the sheriff shall be on a form provided by the sheriff. Any form provided under this section shall request, and the bounty hunter shall provide, information on the bounty hunter and the fugitive the bounty hunter is pursuing, including the legal names of the bounty hunter and the fugitive, as well as the bounty hunter's address, local address, and motor vehicle registration. Both the state police and the sheriff may charge a five dollar ($5) fee for the acceptance of a form making a notification of a bounty hunter's presence.
(3)
While a bounty hunter may make an arrest under KRS 440.270 and 440.280, nothing in this section or any other law of the Commonwealth shall be construed to authorize a bounty hunter to commit any breach of the peace relative to other persons who are not subject to arrest by the bounty hunter or to break and enter any property in the Commonwealth, regardless of whether the bounty hunter in so doing may be acting under the color of law of another jurisdiction or in accordance with court process issued by another jurisdiction. No bounty hunter may command or attempt to command another person not subject to arrest by the bounty hunter to do any act or to refrain from any lawful conduct. 

(4)
A bounty hunter who violates the provisions of subsection (2) of this section shall be guilty of a Class D felony. Any bounty hunter who violates the provisions of subsection (3) of this section by unlawfully commanding or attempting to command another shall be guilty of a Class D felony, unless the bounty hunter displays or suggests the presence of a deadly weapon accessible to the bounty hunter, in which case the offense is a Class C felony.
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