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SUBJECT/TITLE
Zoning changes for blighted or deteriorated properties

SPONSOR
Rep. Arnold Simpson

MANDATE SUMMARY

Unit of Government:
X
City;
X
County;
X
Urban County Government

Program/

Office(s) Impacted:
 Planning and Zoning Commissions

Requirement:
X
Mandatory

Optional

Effect on

Powers & Duties
X
Modifies Existing

Adds New

Eliminates Existing

PURPOSE/MECHANICS

Before eminent domain proceedings against a property can proceed, pursuant to KRS 99.705 to 99.730, the vacant property review commission must certify that the property is blighted or deteriorated.  Before the commission can determine that a property is blighted or deteriorated a series of determinations must be made.  One of those determinations requires that the planning commission determine that the reuse of the property for residential and related use is in keeping with the comprehensive plan.  HB 889 provides that the administrative official charged with enforcement of the zoning ordinance may make that determination, rather than requiring the entire commission to act.

FISCAL EXPLANATION/BILL PROVISIONS
ESTIMATED COST

The impact of HB 889 is indeterminable, but is expected to be minimal.  By allowing a single official to make a determination that the reuse of the property is in conformance with the zoning ordinance, rather than requiring a determination by the entire planning commission, it is anticipated that some savings will accrue.  However, it is also anticipated that these savings will be minimal.  Should the planning commission make the determination, it is anticipated that most of these determinations would be made at the commission's regular meetings.  In such instances, the additional cost over and above the usual cost of the meeting would be negligible.  If such decisions were made at a special committee meeting, however, and should HB 889 relieve the need for a special meeting, savings of the cost of a special meeting would occur.  Costs associated with such meetings would include salary for members of the commission, secretarial costs, and consultant costs.  For example, the city of Berea pays members of its commission $50 per meeting.  With Nine members on the commission, a commission salaries for a special meeting would total $450.  Additional cost for secretarial support and advertising may also be expected for special meetings.
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