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Summary:

Health insurance policies that provide coverage for a mastectomy must also cover mammograms of a covered person, regardless of age, who has been diagnosed with breast disease upon referral of a health care practitioner. The coverage is subject to the same annual deductibles or coinsurance established for other coverages within the policy.

Current law requires coverage of low-dose mammography screening for persons who have no symptom of breast cancer. Coverage is provided based on the age of the covered person.

1.
Will the coverage increase or decrease the cost of the treatment or services?

It could decrease the cost of treatment of breast disease if the mammogram is negative and is an alternative to a more expensive surgical procedure or other medical treatments. 

It could increase the cost of treatment of breast disease if the person would not have a mammogram without insurance coverage.

2.
Will the coverage increase the appropriate use of the treatment or service?
Since insurance will have to cover the cost of mammograms of persons diagnosed with breast disease, there could be an increase in the use of the treatment. However, it can be argued that there will be no increase in use because a person with breast disease who is referred by a health care practitioner for a mammogram will get the mammogram regardless of insurance coverage.

3.
Will the treatment or service be a substitute for more expensive treatment or coverage?

A mammogram could be an alternative to a more expensive medical procedure. 

