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SUBJECT/TITLE
Emergency telecommunications

SPONSOR
Rep. Joe Barrows

MANDATE SUMMARY

Unit of Government:
X
City;
X
County;
X
Urban County Government

Program/

Office(s) Impacted:
 Local emergency dispatch systems

Requirement:
X
Mandatory

Optional

Effect on

Powers & Duties
X
Modifies Existing
X
Adds New
X
Eliminates Existing

PURPOSE/MECHANICS

HB 900/HCS establishes new requirements related to business or shared tenant private phone system 911 or enhanced 911 linkages to emergency dispatch centers.  The measure also creates a new Office of Statewide 911 Coordination and requires local dispatch centers to supply certain data to the new office.

FISCAL EXPLANATION/BILL PROVISIONS
ESTIMATED COST

The fiscal impact of HB 900/HCS is indeterminable.  The measure attempts to rectify an existing problem in some locales with police, fire and emergency dispatch centers pinpointing the exact location of distress calls from large buildings, building complexes or buildings in different places that have central switchboards or private branch exchanges (PBX).  This bill requires private telephone systems in large or multiple locations to help emergency service providers to locate the extension from which 911 calls can be made by identifying buildings or floors with the extensions and submitting emergency plans.  Further, it requires public telephone systems to connect fully to enhanced 911 emergency phone services where those exist.  This bill could affect local governments in instances where they have large buildings with many phones such as a county-run hospital, or schools and colleges.  This bill requires local dispatch centers to maintain and report data on incorrect dispatches, plus other data, but that should have minimal impact.  The bill also allows local governments to levy 911 fees by exchange line.  Private phone system owners would collect those fees and remit them to local governments.

DATA SOURCE(S)
LRC staff; Report on the DPTS/911 Task Force
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