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AN ACT relating to diabetes mellitus.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

SECTION 1.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 214 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
The Department for Public Health may establish a program for diabetic foot screening to reach the goals of the United States Public Health Service and the American Diabetes Association to decrease the number of foot amputations among individuals with diabetes mellitus.

(2)
Any program established under this section shall:

(a)
Be supplementary to any current services available in the Commonwealth, and not replace any current service;
(b)
Establish local full or part-time community-based sites where feasible, or use currently available community-based facilities and services;
(c)
Employ public assistance recipients required to be employed under KRS 205.200 or any individual eligible for public assistance; and

(d)
Train nonmedical personnel to perform a visual foot inspection and refer any individual with any abnormal finding to an appropriate health care provider, as defined under KRS 311.621.

(3)
Upon the establishment of a diabetic foot screening program under this section, the Department for Medicaid Services shall assign each Medicaid recipient with a medical diagnosis of diabetes mellitus to a local community facility for monthly inspections of their feet. If a facility is not available in the Medicaid recipient's local community, the Medicaid recipient may access foot screenings at another facility or choose to not participate in the diabetic foot screening program.

(4)
If a Medicaid recipient who has been assigned to a local diabetic foot screening program does not access the service, the diabetic foot screening program shall contact the Medicaid recipient and encourage participation.

(5)
Prior to the implementation of a diabetic foot screening program under this section, the Department for Public Health shall promulgate administrative regulations to establish the requirements for training, admission criteria to the training program, procedures for referral of individuals with abnormal findings, protocol for determining abnormal foot findings that should be referred, and responsibilities of any cooperating community facilities or services.
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