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AN ACT relating to the striking-off of county territory.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   KRS 67.030 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
Residents of a territory adjoining another county may request to have the territory stricken from the county in which that particular territory is located and attached to the adjoining county by filing a petition with the county judge/executive of the county in which the territory is located. The petition shall:

(a)
Contain a legal description of the territory to be stricken;

(b)
Be signed by not less than twenty-five percent (25%) of the registered voters living in the territory to be stricken as of the last regular election; and

(c)
Include the printed name, address, age, and date of signature of each voter signing the petition[When a petition, describing a particular territory of a county and signed in person by not less than a majority of the voters living in that territory, is filed with the county judge/executive, asking for an election on the proposition of dividing the county or striking the described territory from the county and attaching it to an adjoining county, the county judge/executive, by order entered of record, shall call an election on that proposition to be held on the day of any regular election held in the county for other than county officers if the order is filed with the county clerk not later than the second Tuesday in August preceding the day of the regular election. No order calling such an election shall be legal unless it contains a specific description of the territory proposed to be stricken or divided].

(2)
Upon receipt of a petition described in subsection (1) of this section, the county judge/executive of the county in which the territory is located shall:

(a)
Present the petition to the fiscal court in which the territory is located at the court's next regular meeting;

(b)
Present the petition to the clerk of the county in which the territory is located, who shall determine its sufficiency in meeting the requirements prescribed in subsection (1) of this section and certify, in writing, to the county judge/executive of the county in which the territory is located within thirty (30) days of the receipt of the petition whether the petition is sufficient or insufficient and, if insufficient, provide a written statement of the deficiencies in the petition; and

(c)
Send by certified mail, a copy of the petition and the certificate of the clerk stating that the petition is sufficient to the county judge/executive of the county to which the territory is proposed to be attached within five (5) days of the certification of the clerk. If the clerk determines that the petition is insufficient, the county judge/executive shall advise the fiscal court of the deficiencies in the petition at the court's next regular meeting and return the petition to the presenter along with the clerk's statement of deficiencies[The county judge/executive, by order entered of record, shall direct the sheriff to advertise the election and its object by publication pursuant to KRS Chapter 424, and by printed handbills posted at the courthouse door and at not less than four (4) places in each precinct].

(3)
Within one hundred eighty (180) days of receipt of the petition and certification prescribed in subsection (2) of this section, the fiscal courts of the county in which the territory is located and the county to which the territory is proposed to be attached shall negotiate an agreement concerning the transfer of the territory, including the terms of the monetary remuneration, if any, to be exchanged between counties. Each fiscal court shall adopt an ordinance setting forth the legal description of the territory contained in the petition and the terms of the agreement between the two (2) counties. If the fiscal courts are unable to agree to the terms of the transfer within one hundred eighty (180) days of the receipt of the petition and certification prescribed in subsection (2) of this section, the petition shall be void[The proposition shall not be adopted unless a majority of all the legal voters of the county voting on the question vote in favor of it].

(4)
If the fiscal courts of the counties agree and adopt ordinances approving the transfer of the territory, the clerk of the county in which the territory is located shall cause the issue to be placed before the voters of each precinct embraced in whole or in part within the territory at the next regular election that is not a regular election of county officers occurring not less than ninety-one (91) days after the date of the last ordinance approving the transfer. The question upon the ballot shall state: "Are you in favor of having the territory in which you reside being stricken from the County of... and added to the County of ...?" If only a part of a precinct is embraced within the territory to be stricken, only registered voters of the precinct who reside within the territory shall be permitted to vote on the question. The clerk of the county in which the territory is located shall advertise the election and its object in accordance with KRS Chapter 424 and by printed handbill posted at the courthouse door and at not less than four (4) conspicuous places in each precinct embraced in whole or in part within the territory[Any portion stricken off and added to another county as a result of the election shall be bound for all costs expended].

(5)
(a)
If fifty percent (50%) or more of the residents in the territory voting on the question oppose the transfer of the territory, the territory shall remain part of the county in which it is located.

(b)
If more than fifty percent (50%) of the residents of the territory voting on the question vote in favor of the transfer of the territory, the territory shall be stricken from the original county and added to the adjoining county and become a part of the adjoining county for all purposes effective January 1 of the year following the election.

(6)
The property valuation administrator of the original county shall transfer the property tax rolls of the property within the territory to the property valuation administrator of the county to which the property is transferred by the effective date of the transfer and following the transfer, the property within the territory shall become part of the tax base of the county to which it is transferred.

(7)
The county receiving the property shall inform the Secretary of State and the Department for Local Government of the transfer and the exact boundaries of the territory transferred within thirty (30) days of the effective date of the transfer.
Section 2.   The provisions of this Act shall only take effect upon the approval of a proposed amendment to Section 64 of the Constitution of Kentucky submitted to the voters at the regular election held November 7, 2000, that authorizes the division of a county based upon the submission of the question only to persons residing within the territory to be stricken. Absent approval of the proposed amendment at that regular election, the provisions of this Act shall be void.
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