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AN ACT relating to the repayment of student loans of assistant attorneys general, assistant Commonwealth's attorneys, assistant county attorneys, and public defenders, and creating a method of payment therefor.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   KRS 23A.205 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
Court costs for a criminal case in the Circuit Court shall be eighty[seventy-five] dollars ($80)[($75)], which shall include the fee mandated in KRS 346.185.

(2)
Except as provided in KRS 346.185, taxation of costs against a defendant, upon conviction, may be probated or suspended at the discretion of the court.

(3)
Additional fees shall be charged in Circuit Court criminal matters as follows:

(a)
Preparing a certification 
 $1.00

(b)
Preparing a copy of a document (per page) 
 $0.15

(4)
The additional fees required by subsection (3) of this section shall be paid to the clerk at the time the service is requested.

(5)
The circuit clerk shall monthly pay five dollars ($5) from each court cost collected pursuant to subsection (1) of this section to the sheriff for use by the sheriff for providing security services and related activities to the court as provided for in KRS 64.092. The clerk shall include among his reports to the Administrative Office of the Courts the amounts paid to the sheriff.

(6)
The circuit clerk shall, at the time fines and costs are paid over to the state, pay five dollars ($5) from each court cost collected under subsection (1) of this section to the State Treasury for deposit into the Criminal Justice Loan Assistance trust fund created by Section 7 of this Act.
Section 2.   KRS 24A.175 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
Court costs for a criminal case in the District Court shall be:

(a)
For an offense for which prepayment is permitted


under KRS 189.394, 431.451, or 431.452 and for which


prepayment has been made prior to trial as required by law 
 $47.00[$42.00]
(b)
For an offense for which prepayment is not permitted or


has not been made 
 $72.00[$67.00]
(c)
Court costs designated in paragraph (b) of this subsection shall include the fee mandated by KRS 346.185.

(2)
There shall be no court costs for a parking citation when:

(a)
The fine is paid to the clerk before the trial date in the same manner as provided for speeding citations under KRS 189.394(3); and

(b)
The citation does not involve parking in a fire lane or blocking the traveled portion of the highway.

(3)
Additional costs shall be assessed in District Court criminal matters as follows:

(a)
Preparing an attestation 
 $0.50

(b)
Preparing a certification 
 $1.00

(c)
Preparing a copy of a document (per page) 
 $0.25

(4)
Taxation of costs against a defendant, upon conviction, including persons sentenced to state traffic school as provided under KRS 186.574, shall be mandatory and shall not be probated or suspended.

(5)
The circuit clerk shall, at the time fines and costs are paid over to the state, pay five dollars ($5) from each court cost collected pursuant to subsection (1) of this section to the county treasurer for use by the fiscal court for the sole purpose of defraying the costs of operation of the county jail and the transportation of prisoners and shall include among his reports to the Administrative Office of the Courts the amounts paid to the county.

(6)
The circuit clerk shall, at the time fines and costs are paid over to the state, pay ten dollars ($10) from each court cost collected pursuant to subsection (1) of this section to the State Treasury for the benefit and use of the Kentucky Local Correctional Facilities Construction Authority pursuant to KRS 441.625 to 441.695.

(7)
The circuit clerk shall monthly pay five dollars ($5) from each court cost collected pursuant to subsection (1) of this section to the sheriff for use by the sheriff for providing security services and related activities to the court as provided for in KRS 64.092. The clerk shall include among his reports to the Administrative Office of the Courts the amounts paid to the sheriff.

(8)
The circuit clerk shall, at the time fines and costs are paid over to the state, pay five dollars ($5) from each court cost collected under subsection (1) of this section to the State Treasury for deposit into the Criminal Justice Loan Assistance trust fund created by Section 7 of this Act.
SECTION 3.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 164A IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

As used in Sections 3 to 7 of this Act:
(1)
"Eligible attorney" means an assistant attorney general, an assistant Commonwealth's attorney, an assistant county attorney, or a public defender whose application under Section 4 of this Act has been accepted and authorized to receive assistance in the repayment of his or her student loan expenses by the Kentucky Higher Education Assistance Authority;

(2)
"Authorized reimbursement period" means the two (2) year period during which the loans of an eligible attorney are authorized to be reimbursed under Section 4 of this Act; and

(3)
"Student loan expenses" means the cumulative total of the eligible attorney's outstanding student loans covering the cost of attendance at any law school at which the attorney completed course work required to obtain his or her law degree.

SECTION 4.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 164A IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
Any assistant attorney general, assistant Commonwealth's attorney, assistant county attorney, or public defender may apply to the Kentucky Higher Education Assistance Authority for assistance under the Criminal Justice Loan Assistance program which is hereby created, in repaying his or her student loans.

(2)
To be accepted for loan repayment assistance, an applying attorney shall meet the following qualifications:

(a)
The attorney shall be currently employed, either full-time or part-time, as an assistant attorney general, assistant Commonwealth's attorney, assistant county attorney, or assistant public defender;

(b)
The attorney shall be currently licensed to practice law in the Commonwealth of Kentucky; and

(c)
The attorney shall sign a statement agreeing to remain in his or her present employment for a period of two (2) years.

(3)
The Kentucky Higher Education Assistance Authority shall authorize as eligible all attorneys who apply and meet the qualifications of subsection (2) of this section.

SECTION 5.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 164A IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
Once each month during the authorized reimbursement period of an eligible attorney, the Kentucky Higher Education Assistance Authority shall reimburse the eligible attorney for a portion of his or her student loan expenses, as determined under subsection (2) of this section.

(2)
The portion of student loan expenses to be reimbursed each month to an eligible attorney shall be an amount determined as follows:

(a)
For full-time attorneys, the amount shall be the lesser of one one-hundred- twentieth (1/120) of the eligible attorney's student loan expenses or five hundred dollars ($500); and

(b)
For part time attorneys, the amount shall be the lesser of one two-hundred-fortieth (1/240) of the eligible attorney's student loan expenses or two hundred fifty dollars ($250).

(3)
An eligible attorney receiving student loan assistance who voluntarily terminates his or her employment before the expiration of the authorized reimbursement period shall be required to repay in full any funds that were paid to the eligible attorney during that period.

(4)
An eligible attorney receiving student loan assistance who takes a leave of absence or whose employment is involuntarily terminated shall be responsible for all student loan payments during the leave of absence or after the date of termination.

(5)
An eligible attorney whose employment is terminated after the expiration of his or her authorized reimbursement period shall be responsible for all future unpaid student loan expenses.

(6)
After the expiration of an eligible attorney's authorized reimbursement period, an attorney who desires further student loan assistance shall be required to reapply for the assistance for a new two (2) year period, under the provisions of Section 4 of this Act.

SECTION 6.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 164A IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
The Kentucky Higher Education Assistance Authority shall be charged with the administration of the provisions of Sections 3 to 7 of this Act.

(2)
The Kentucky Higher Education Assistance Authority shall be responsible for calculating the dollar amount each eligible attorney is entitled to receive in each month.

(3)
The Kentucky Higher Education Assistance Authority shall promulgate administrative regulations under and create an application process for the administration of Sections 3 to 7 of this Act.

(4)
The Kentucky Higher Education Assistance Authority may, in accordance with any administrative regulations promulgated by the authority, delegate to the entities employing eligible attorneys the following responsibilities:

(a)
Certifying an applicant's employment status, salary, and student loan expenses; and 

(b)
Notifying the authority of the termination of employment or leave of absence of an eligible attorney.

SECTION 7.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 164A IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
The revenues received under subsection (6) of Section 1 of this Act and subsection (8) of Section 2 of this Act shall be credited to the Criminal Justice Loan Assistance Program trust fund, which is hereby created.

(2)
Federal funds or other funds that may be made available to supplement or match state funds for the criminal justice loan assistance program created by Section 3 of this Act shall be credited to the trust fund created in subsection (1) of this section.

(3)
Funds deposited to the credit of the Criminal Justice Loan Assistance Program trust fund shall be used to finance the Criminal Justice Loan Assistance Program created by Section 3 of this Act.

(4)
Funds unexpended at the close of a fiscal year shall not lapse but shall be carried forward to the next fiscal year.

(5)
Any interest earnings of the trust fund shall become a part of the trust fund and shall not lapse to the general fund.
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