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AN ACT relating to nonpublic schools.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

SECTION 1.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 158 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

As used in this chapter, unless the context indicates otherwise:

(1)
"Church or parochial school" means a nonpublic school operated as a ministry of a local church, group of churches, denomination, or association of churches on a nonprofit basis that provides full-time supervised academic instruction;

(2)
"Home study program" means a nonpublic academic instructional program that is provided full-time for one (1) or more children of not more than two (2) families or households by a parent, legal guardian, or member of either household;

(3)
"Nonpublic school" means a home study program or a private, church, or parochial school; and

(4)
"Private school" means any school other than a school operated by a public entity that provides full-time supervised academic instruction .

SECTION 2.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 158 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
After the effective date of this Act, the parent or guardian who is responsible for the establishment of a new home study program shall submit to the local school superintendent a written declaration of intent to provide a home study program at least two (2) weeks before the beginning of the public school term or at least two (2) weeks before the beginning of a home study program during the school year.
(2)
The declaration shall include a list of the names, ages, and grade levels of the students who shall be enrolled, the address where the program will be conducted, a proposed calendar, proposed hours of instruction, and the name of each person who will provide the instruction with a notation of the highest grade level each has attained. Information contained in the declaration may be used only for an aggregate census report, recordkeeping and other purposes for which similar information on public school students may be used.

(3)
A teacher of a home study program established after the effective date of this Act shall possess a minimum of a high school diploma or a high school equivalent diploma. A teacher of a home study program may be exempt from this requirement by documenting that he or she has passed the Test of Adult Basic Education or other nationally normed test with a score equivalent to or higher than the grade level for which the teacher is providing instruction in the areas of reading, math, and language arts.

(4)
A local school district shall maintain a list of home study programs provided within the district, their locations, and the number of compulsory school age children enrolled for the current school year. A district shall provide the list to the Kentucky Department of Education by October 30 each year for census purposes only.

SECTION 3.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 158 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
A student of compulsory school age who attends a home study program shall take the norm-referenced test component of the Kentucky state assessment program or one (1) of four (4) nationally norm-referenced tests as identified by the Kentucky Board of Education at the grade levels established for public school students under the following conditions:
(a)
A home study student shall take a norm-referenced test at the same time the state norm-referenced component is administered to the public school students at a location identified by the local school district or at a time and location mutually agreed upon by the home study program teacher and the school district. The district shall notify parents or guardians at least three (3) weeks in advance of the testing date and location;

(b)
The test shall be administered without charge to the home study student, parent, guardian, or household member;

(c)
The home study teacher may be present when a home study elementary age student is tested, but testing shall be under the supervision of the test administrator;
(d)
If needed, a home study student shall be provided accommodations provided other children with special learning requirements. A parent or guardian shall notify the district at least two (2) weeks in advance of the testing date, if a child needs accommodations;

(e)
If, due to extenuating circumstances, a home study student fails to take the test on the scheduled day, the student shall make-up the test on the make-up day scheduled for public school students in the district or through other arrangements made with the school district; and

(f)
A student in a home study program may be exempted from taking one (1) of the state approved norm-referenced tests identified by the Kentucky Board of Education if the home study program provides at its own expense for an alternative nationally normed test that assesses student achievement levels in the academic core areas. The home study teacher shall report the intent to administer an alternative test to the district superintendent at least one (1) week before the state approved norm-referenced test is to be administered and shall report the scores of students assessed to the district superintendent by the end of the school term.

(2)
Failure of a parent or guardian to have a student of compulsory school age enrolled in a home study program to take the norm-referenced test shall be grounds for revocation of the exemption to compulsory school attendance granted under Section 6 of this Act.
(3)
The home study program shall comply with all state laws and administrative regulations for nonpublic schools.

SECTION 4.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 158 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
The Kentucky Department of Education shall annually report a state-wide census of compulsory school age children in Kentucky that includes:

(a)
The number of public schools by county, and the number of students by grade level;
(b)
The number of home study programs in Kentucky by district, and the number of students in home study programs by grade level;
(c)
The number of private schools in Kentucky by district, and the number of students by grade level; and

(d)
The number of parochial or church schools in Kentucky by district, and the number of students by grade level.

(2)
The annual census report shall include aggregate scores on the state norm-referenced testing as required in the state assessment program for both public and home study programs. Data provided by the home study programs shall be clearly identified as to the tests used, the number participating, when the test was administered, and the meaning of scores when tests other than the state assessment are used. Home study data shall be aggregated for reporting by the category of home study programs and shall not be reported for individual home study programs.

(3)
Local school districts shall provide summary data for home study programs and from the private and parochial or church schools to complete the census report, in compliance with this section and Section 9 of this Act.

(4)
The department may distribute the report in hard copy depending on resources available, but shall post the report on the department web site for easy access by the public.
SECTION 5.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 159 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

As used in this chapter, unless the context indicates otherwise:

(1)
"Church or parochial school" means a nonpublic school operated as a ministry of a local church, group of churches, denomination, or association of churches on a nonprofit basis that provides full-time supervised academic instruction;

(2)
"Home study program" means a nonpublic academic instructional program that is provided full-time for one (1) or more children of not more than two (2) families or households by a parent, legal guardian, or member of either household;

(3)
"Nonpublic school" means a home study program or a private, church, or parochial school; and

(4)
"Private school" means any school other than a school operated by a public entity that provides full-time supervised academic instruction .

Section 6.   KRS 159.030 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
The board of education of the district in which the child resides shall exempt from the requirement of attendance upon a regular public day school every child of compulsory school age:

(a)
Who is a graduate from an accredited or an approved four (4) year high school; or

(b)
Who is enrolled and in regular attendance in a private, parochial, or church regular day school. It shall be the duty of each private, parochial, or church regular day school to notify the local board of education of those students in attendance at the school. If a school declines, for any reason, to notify the local board of education of those students in attendance, it shall so notify each student's parent or legal guardian in writing, and it shall then be the duty of the parent or legal guardian to give proper notice to the local board of education; or

(c)
Who is enrolled and in regular attendance in a home study program established under Section 3 of this Act and who completes the testing requirement specified in subsection (1) of Section 3 of this Act; or

(d)
Who is less than seven (7) years old and is enrolled and in regular attendance in a private kindergarten-nursery school; or

(e)[(d)]
Whose physical or mental condition prevents or renders inadvisable attendance at school or application to study; or

(f)[(e)]
Who is enrolled and in regular attendance in home study, private, parochial, or church school programs for exceptional children; or

(g)[(f)]
Who is enrolled and in regular attendance in a state-supported program for exceptional children[;

(g)
For purposes of this section, "church school" shall mean a school operated as a ministry of a local church, group of churches, denomination, or association of churches on a nonprofit basis].

(2)
Before granting an exemption under subsection (1)(e)[(d)] of this section the Kentucky Board of Education shall require satisfactory evidence, in the form of a signed statement of a licensed physician, advanced registered nurse practitioner, psychologist, psychiatrist, or public health officer, that the condition of the child prevents or renders inadvisable attendance at school or application to study. On the basis of the[such] evidence the board may exempt the child from compulsory attendance. Any child who is excused from school attendance more than six (6) months shall have two (2) signed statements from a combination of the following professional persons: a licensed physician, advanced registered nurse practitioner, psychologist, psychiatrist, and health officer. Exemptions of all children under the provisions of subsection (1)(e)[(d)] of this section shall be reviewed annually with the evidence required being updated.

(3)
For any child who is excluded under the provisions of subsection (1)(e)[(d)] of this section, home, hospital, institutional, or other regularly scheduled and suitable instruction meeting standards, rules and regulations of the Kentucky Board of Education shall be provided.

Section 7.   KRS 159.040 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
Attendance at nonpublic[private and parochial] schools shall be kept by the authorities of the[such] schools on[in] a form[register] provided by the Kentucky Board of Education, in a notebook, or on a computer list. The[and such] school authorities shall make attendance and scholarship reports in the same manner as is required by law or by administrative regulation of the Kentucky Board of Education of public school officials. Scholarship reports may be in several forms including, but not limited to, a traditional report card, a portfolio of exemplary work, a narrative assessment, scores on tests, or other forms of assessment. Reports shall be summarized or tabulated in planned intervals throughout the year or at the same interval as the grading period of the local public school district. The[Such] schools shall at all times be open to inspection by directors of pupil personnel and officials of the Department of Education.

(2)
The director of pupil personnel or the director's designee shall visit the home study program or arrange with the teacher of a home study program to meet at a mutually agreed upon site to review the attendance and scholarship reports for any student of compulsory school age who withdrew from school to enroll in a home study program, if the student had a history of truancy, academic deficiency, disruptive behavior, or pending disciplinary actions within the two (2) months prior to the withdrawal. If attendance reports and scholarship reports are deficient, the pupil personnel director or the designee shall report a possible violation of Section 6 of this Act under KRS 159.140.
Section 8.   KRS 158.080 is amended to read as follows:

Nonpublic[Private and parochial] schools shall be taught in the English language and shall offer instruction in the several branches of study required to be taught in the public schools of the state, consistent with KRS 158.6451(1)(b)1. and 2.[156.445(3)]. Teachers shall use the English language in the instruction of students.[Except in those school districts operating a year-round school program,] The term of the nonpublic school shall be a minimum of one hundred seventy-five (175) instructional days or the equivalent of one thousand and fifty (1,050)hours[not be for a shorter period in each year than the term of the public school provided in the district in which the child attending the school resides. In those school districts which are operating a year-round school program, the minimum term of private and parochial schools shall be one hundred eighty-five (185) days].

Section 9.   KRS 159.160 is amended to read as follows:

The principal or teacher in charge of any public or nonpublic[, private, or parochial] school shall report to the superintendent of schools of the district in which the school is situated the names, ages, and places of residence of all pupils in attendance at his school, together with any other facts that the superintendent may require to facilitate carrying out the laws relating to compulsory attendance and employment of children. The reports shall be made within two (2) weeks of the beginning of each school year.
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