SENATE

KENTUCKY GENERAL ASSEMBLY AMENDMENT FORM

2000 REGULAR SESSION

Amend printed copy of HOUSE BILL 992/GA COPY

On page 58, after line 11, by inserting the following:

SECTION 16.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 342 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
The commissioner shall report information on the status of workers' compensation in the Commonwealth to the chair of the House Labor and Industry Committee or the chair of the Interim Joint Committee on Labor and Industry as requested. The commissioner shall respond to a written or verbal request for information from either the House Labor and Industry Committee or the Interim Joint Committee on Labor and Industry within forty five (45) calendar days of receiving the request, except that during a regular or extraordinary session of the General Assembly the commissioner shall respond to a verbal or written request within five (5) working days. 
(2)
In addition, the commissioner shall make a report containing statistical information on the Kentucky workers' compensation program not later than October 31 of the year prior to a regular session of the General Assembly. The report shall be based on data compiled beginning December 12, 1996, and continuing through October 15 of each year prior to a regular legislative session, and shall be presented to the Interim Joint Committee on Labor and Industry. This report shall include, but not be limited to, the following:
(a)
The number of claims filed by injury or disease, including dates of injury or last exposure;
(b)
The number of claims resolved at the arbitrator level, including but not limited to, the type of injury or disease; the dates of injury or last exposure; the age and level of education of the worker; the terms of settlement, such as lump sum payment, weekly benefits, or medical benefits; whether the claim was appealed; and the results of the appeal, such as whether  the  decision was affirmed or reversed;
(c)
The number of claims resolved at the administrative law judge level, including but not limited to, the type of injury or disease; the dates of injury or last exposure; the age and level of education of the worker; the terms of the award or order, such as lump sum payment, weekly benefits, or medical benefits; whether the claim was appealed; and the results of the appeal such as whether the decision was affirmed or reversed;
(d)
The number of claims dismissed at the arbitrator level and the reasons for dismissal, such as employee status, or statute of limitations, by  date of injury or last exposure;
(e)
The number of claims dismissed at the administrative law judge level and the reasons for dismissal, such as employee status or  statute of limitations, by  date of injury or last exposure;
(f)
A list of all insurance carriers, including self-insured employers and groups, writing workers' compensation coverage in the Commonwealth as of October 15 of the year prior to a regular legislative session;
(g)
A list of all insurance carriers, including self-insured employers and groups, that have ceased writing workers' compensation coverage in the Commonwealth as of October 15 of the year prior to a regular legislative session;
(h)
An overview of the Coal Workers' Pneumoconiosis Fund, including but not limited to:
1.
The number of claims being paid by the fund;

2.
The total amount of payments being made from the fund;
3.
The actuarial liability of each claim;
4.
The beginning accumulated balance in the fund;
5.
The ending accumulated balance in the fund; and
6.
The total receipts paid into the fund.
(i)
An overview of coal workers' pneumoconiosis claims, including but not limited to:
1.
The number of miners examined, by location of medical facility and the date of injury or last exposure;
2.
A summary, by location of medical facility, of radiographic findings, by category of coal workers' pneumoconiosis, based on ILO Classification standards;
3.
A summary, by location of medical facility, of pulmonary function study results based on the FEV1 and FVC values in cases where the miner's x-ray reading is found to be at least a category 1/0 based on ILO Classification standards; and
4.
A summary, by location of medical facility, of opinions rendered by medical providers on the issue of causation where the miner's x-ray reading is found to be at least a category 1/0 based on ILO Classification standards, and the miner's respiratory impairment as evidenced by spirometric test values is less than eighty percent (80%) of the predicted normal test values.
(j)
A summary of all permanent partial disability awards, by categories of percentages as reflected in KRS 342.730(1)(b), and by age using increments of five (5) years beginning at age twenty (20) and continuing through age seventy (70);
(k)
A summary of all total permanent disability awards, by age using increments of five (5) years beginning at age twenty (20) and continuing through age seventy (70); and
(l)
An overview of hearing loss claims, including but not limited to:
1.
The number of workers examined at each medical facility;
2.
A summary, by location of medical facility, of findings by percentage of impairment, and by age using increments of five (5) years beginning at age twenty (20) and continuing through age seventy (70); and 
3.
A summary, by location of medical facility, of findings regarding causation as it pertains to work related versus nonwork related factors.
(3)
The commissioner of the Department of Insurance as defined in KRS 304.1-050 shall also make a report to the Interim Joint Committee on Labor and Industry containing statistical information on the Kentucky workers' compensation program not later than October 31 of the year prior to a regular session of the General Assembly. The reporting period shall be the same as that prescribed in subsection (2) of this section. This report shall include, but not be limited to, the following:
(a)
The actuarial value of all awards to workers, except lump sum payments, by type of claim;
(b)
The total earned premiums for workers' compensation insurance companies in the Commonwealth for the last available calendar year as reflected in the National Association of Insurance Commissioner's Profitability Reports;
(c)
The percent of profit for workers' compensation insurance companies in all fifty (50) states compared to premiums after applicable taxes for the last available calendar year, except investment income or surplus shall not be included in these values, as reflected in the National Association of Insurance Commissioner's Profitability Reports;
(d)
The average percent of profit for workers' compensation insurance for all fifty (50) states;
(e)
State rankings on the profitability of workers' compensation insurance; and 
(f)
The voluntary loss costs for Kentucky  using 1994 as the base year, as reflected in yearly reports of the National Council on Compensation Insurers (NCCI).
(4)
These statistical reports on the status of workers' compensation referred to in subsections (2) and (3) of this section shall be verified by the commissioner of each agency submitting the report. 
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