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A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION directing the study of gasification of coal for use as vehicle fuel.

WHEREAS, developing additional markets for coal and value-added products from coal will be an economic benefit to many thousands of Kentuckians; and

WHEREAS, reducing dependence on foreign oil for vehicle fuel is an important goal; and

WHEREAS, reducing emissions from the burning of vehicle fuels is necessary and desirable; and 

WHEREAS, the Center for Applied Energy Research at the University of Kentucky is currently under contract with the U.S. Department of Energy to study Fischer Tropsch diesel, an alternative diesel fuel derived from coal; and

WHEREAS, vehicle fuels derived from coal can be substituted for a variety of other fuel types without modification of the engines;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, the Senate concurring therein:

Section 1.   The General Assembly requests that the Interim Joint Committee on Agriculture and Natural Resources study, during the 2000-2001 interim, the feasibility and uses of coal gasification products as a vehicle fuel, and report its findings to the Legislative Research Commission by October 1, 2001.

Section 2.   Aspects to investigate should include any vehicle emission benefits, adaptability to gasoline and diesel engines, cost and private industry interest in locating a gasification plant in the Commonwealth, adaptability of the gasification plant currently under construction for service as a fuel source for vehicles as well as electrical generation, and drawbacks or barriers to meaningful adoption of such fuels for vehicle use.

Section 3.   Provisions of this resolution to the contrary notwithstanding, the Legislative Research Commission shall have the authority to alternatively assign the issues identified herein to an interim joint committee or subcommittee thereof, and to designate a study completion date.
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