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A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION directing the Interim Joint Committee on Local Government to study the issue of gun-related urban crime and violence.

WHEREAS, urban centers are the engines of economic growth and development for the Commonwealth; and

WHEREAS, these urban centers are under increasing pressure from violence and violent crime; and

WHEREAS, firearms are the third leading cause of death for people aged fifteen to twenty-four; and

WHEREAS, the firearm-related homicide rate for this age group increased by one hundred fifty-eight percent from 1984 to 1993; and

WHEREAS, young African-American males have the most elevated homicide victimization rate of any race or sex; and

WHEREAS, this tide of violence inhibits economic development in the Commonwealth's urban centers and, therefore, limits the growth of the Commonwealth as a whole; and

WHEREAS, lawmakers must accurately gauge the problem of youth violence, to make sure that any future legislation reduces, rather than increases, harm;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, the Senate concurring therein:

Section 1.   That the Interim Joint Committee on Local Government is directed to study the following aspects of gun related urban crime and violence:


(1)
Underlying causes of gun related crime and violence originating from:


(a)
Lack of economic opportunities;


(b)
Lack of educational opportunities; and


(c)
Sociological factors;


(2)
Availability and misuse of legal and illegal firearms by youth; and


(3)
The rise of gang membership, gang participation in drug trafficking and prolonged drug use, gang weapons, violence, and crime;


(4)
The possession of firearms by teenagers for protection and self defense; and


(5)
Any other aspect of gun related urban crime and violence which the committee finds relevant.

Section 2.   That the Interim Joint Committee on Local Government report its findings to the Legislative Research Commission no later than December 1, 2000.

Section 3.   Provisions of this resolution to the contrary notwithstanding, the Legislative Research Commission shall have the authority to alternatively assign the issues identified herein to an interim joint committee or subcommittee thereof, and to designate a study completion date.
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