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A JOINT RESOLUTION relating to the celebration of the bicentennial of Abraham Lincoln's birth providing for the creation of an Abraham Lincoln Bicentennial Task Force and making an appropriation therefor.

WHEREAS, Abraham Lincoln, the sixteenth President of the United States, was one of this nation's most outstanding leaders and a native son of this Commonwealth; and

WHEREAS, Abraham Lincoln was born near Hodgenville, Kentucky on February 12, 1809, to Thomas and Nancy Hanks Lincoln and rose from humble circumstances to pilot this nation through the Civil War, one of the greatest crises of its history; and

WHEREAS, President Lincoln, author of the Emancipation Proclamation, was instrumental in ending slavery in these United States; and

WHEREAS, in 2009, this nation will celebrate the bicentennial of Abraham Lincoln's birth; and

WHEREAS, the United State Congress has passed legislation to create the Abraham Lincoln Bicentennial Commission to study and recommend suitable federal activities to honor Abraham Lincoln during his bicentennial year; and

WHEREAS, it is appropriate for the Commonwealth of Kentucky to plan and carry out its own bicentennial tributes to Abraham Lincoln and to coordinate those activities with those of the federal government;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   There is created the Abraham Lincoln Bicentennial Task Force, which shall be attached to the Education, Arts, and Humanities Cabinet, which shall provide administrative and staff services to the Task Force. The Task Force shall include nine (9) members, as follows:

(1)
The Director of the Kentucky Historical Society, or his designee, who shall chair the Task Force;

(2)
Four members of the General Assembly, including one (1) member of the House of Representatives appointed by the Speaker of the House, one (1) member of the House of Representatives appointed by the House Minority Floor Leader, one (1) member of the Senate appointed by the President of the Senate, and one (1) member of the Senate appointed by the Senate Minority Floor Leader; and

(3)
Four (4) citizen members, two (2) from each of the two (2) major political parties, including one (1) citizen from the Hodgenville area and three (3) citizens from the state at large, with a demonstrated interest in history and substantial knowledge and appreciation of Abraham Lincoln, appointed by the Governor. 

Section 2.   The Abraham Lincoln Bicentennial Task Force shall:

(1)
Study activities that may be carried out by the Commonwealth of Kentucky to honor Abraham Lincoln on the occasion of the bicentennial anniversary of his birth;

(2)
Cooperate and coordinate with the federal Abraham Lincoln Bicentennial Commission and with any local government efforts in Larue and Hardin Counties in planning activities to honor President Lincoln's bicentennial;

(3)
Report its progress, activities, and recommendations to each regular session of the General Assembly, and deliver its final report to the 2008 Regular Session;

(4)
Cease to exist upon sine die adjournment of the 2008 Regular Session of the General Assembly.

Section 3.   Members of the Task force shall receive actual and necessary expenses incurred in attending meetings of the Task Force. In addition, legislator members shall receive the same per diem compensation they receive for attending meetings of interim joint committees of the Legislative Research Commission.

Section 4.   There is appropriated from the General Fund in the State Treasury to the Office of Secretary of the Education, Arts, and Humanities Cabinet the sum of $10,000 for each of Fiscal Years 2000-2001 and 2001-2002 for purposes of carrying out this Resolution.
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