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A JOINT RESOLUTION creating a task force and directing a study of incentives to stimulate alternative fuel vehicle purchases, conversions, usage, and development of supporting infrastructure.

WHEREAS, the dependence on foreign oil has adversely affected the economic well being of all Kentuckians; and

WHEREAS, the use of conventional vehicle fuel creates undesirable levels of toxic emissions detrimental to the health of every Kentuckian; and

WHEREAS, use of alternative fuels for vehicles results in significant reductions of toxic emissions; and

WHEREAS, additional development of existing alternative fuel infrastructure as a vital foundation for economic growth and opportunity is necessary to promote broader use and acceptance of alternative fuel vehicles; and

WHEREAS, Kentucky is a leader in the production of grain, natural gas and other products and technologies, such as bio-diesel, propane, and electricity; and

WHEREAS, the Kentucky Clean Fuels Coalition has promoted the use of alternative fuels in the Commonwealth since 1993; and

WHEREAS, there are benefits to Kentucky and Kentuckians in increased availability, convenience, and use of alternative fuel vehicles;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Kentucky Alternative Fuel Task Force is established. Its members shall study the issues surrounding alternative fuel use in vehicles and report its findings and recommendations.

Section 2.   The task force shall consist of the following membership:

(1)
The Lieutenant Governor shall serve as chair. One co-chair shall be named by the President of the Senate and one co-chair shall be named by the Speaker of the House of Representatives.

(2)
Eight (8) additional members from the General Assembly, four (4) being selected from the Senate and four (4) being selected from the House of Representatives. Majority leadership of each chamber shall choose two (2) members and minority leadership shall choose the remaining two (2).

(3)
Ten (10) members appointed by the chair from a list of nominees provided by the Kentucky Clean Fuels Coalition. The list may include, but should not be limited to, members of the coalition.

(4)
All appointments shall be approved by the Legislative Research Commission.

Section 3.   A majority of the members shall constitute a quorum.

Section 4.   Except as provided in KRS 18A.200, members of the task force shall receive actual travel expenses.

Section 5.   The task force shall meet monthly beginning in July of 2000, and may meet more often upon the call of the chair or by a majority of the members.

Section 6.   The task force shall report findings and recommendations to the Governor and to the Legislative Research Commission by January 15, 2001. Recommendations may be made in the form of a State Alternative Fuel Plan and should include the following:

(1)
Proposed incentives designed to lead to increased use and availability of alternative fuels for vehicles.

(2)
Regulatory constraints and environmental considerations.

(3)
Continuing research and education.

(4)
Fiscal impact of proposed incentives.

(5)
Suggestions for increasing the use of alternative fuels in dual-fuel vehicles owned by the Commonwealth.

Section 7.   Staffing and administrative responsibilities for the task force shall be by the Legislative Research Commission with assistance from the Office of the Lieutenant Governor.

Section 8.   Provisions of this resolution to the contrary notwithstanding, the Legislative Research Commission shall have the authority to alternatively assign the issues identified herein to an interim joint committee or subcommittee thereof, and to designate a study completion date.
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