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A JOINT RESOLUTION directing the Education Professional Standards Board to strengthen the certification requirements for science teachers.

WHEREAS, the Education Professional Standards Board has the authority and responsibility to establish standards and requirements for obtaining and maintaining a teaching certificate and to set standards for, approve, and evaluate college, university, and school district programs for the preparation of teachers and other professional school personnel; and

WHEREAS, Kentucky's students have made limited progress in science as indicated by the results of the Commonwealth Accountability Testing System; and

WHEREAS, the Third International Mathematics and Science Study has focused the attention of educators, education policy makers and the public on the condition of mathematics and science education in our nation's schools; and

WHEREAS, the Third International Mathematics and Science Study found that many middle school students in the United States are still doing introductory science while their international counterparts are studying physics and chemistry, and that by the senior year of high school, many students in the United States have stopped taking science altogether; and 

WHEREAS, while other countries focus on a limited number of critical concepts, science curricula in the United States emphasize breadth over depth, providing students with minimal competencies in many concepts, but mastery of none; and 

WHEREAS, Kentucky's teacher preparation and certification requirements for physical science cover chemistry, earth science, and physics and therefore are so broad that they do not allow teachers to gain a deep understanding of a science area so that they can help students achieve at higher levels; and

WHEREAS, Kentucky's teachers must have a deeper understanding of science if they are going to address the findings of the international study and improve student achievement on the statewide tests;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Education Professional Standards Board shall review and revise the certification standards for middle and high school teachers and the program approval standards for the college and university teacher preparation programs to assure that the requirements provide teachers with in-depth preparation in discrete areas of science. The reviewers shall include, but not be limited to, middle and high school science teachers, science and assessment consultants of the Kentucky Department of Education, science educators from colleges of education and liberal arts colleges, members of the science professional organizations, and representatives of the business and research communities that include science related activities. 

Section 2.   The Education Professional Standards Board shall promulgate administrative regulations to implement the revised standards by May 1, 2001, to cover students entering science teacher preparation programs after that date. 

Section 3.   The Education Professional Standards Board shall present an interim report of the study and the draft regulations to the Interim Joint Committee on Education no later than February 1, 2001.
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