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A RESOLUTION in support of multiple sclerosis awareness.

WHEREAS, multiple sclerosis affects approximately 300,000 people in the United States and approximately 200 new cases are diagnosed each week; and

WHEREAS, most people experience their first symptoms of multiple sclerosis between the ages of 20 and 40, but a diagnosis is often delayed; and

WHEREAS, multiple sclerosis is a life-long chronic disease in young adults who have a virtually normal life expectancy; and

WHEREAS, estimated annual economic, social, and medical costs of multiple sclerosis in the United States are in excess of $2.5 billion; and

WHEREAS, multiple sclerosis was first diagnosed in 1849, but there is currently no known cure; and

WHEREAS, multiple sclerosis is a disease of the central nervous system that interferes with the brain's ability to send and receive messages which may result in symptoms including vision loss, poor coordination, problems with memory, and partial or complete paralysis of any part of the body; and

WHEREAS, treatments for multiple sclerosis including medication, can slow the course of the disease; and

WHEREAS, physical, occupational, and speech therapies, and counseling can control symptoms so that many people with multiple sclerosis can live independent, comfortable, and productive lives;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The House of Representatives hereby urges public awareness through increased public education on the causes, symptoms, and treatments for multiple sclerosis.

Section 2.   The House of Representatives encourages the Cabinet for Health Services to perform outreach activities to educate people with multiple sclerosis and their loved ones about access to quality health care, affordable health insurance coverage, long-term care alternatives, and disability rights.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is hereby directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Representative Ira Branham for presentation to the Secretary of the Cabinet for Health Services.
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