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A RESOLUTION urging the creation of a Special Trust Fund for the purpose of enhancing professional development of Spouse Abuse Center and Rape Crisis Center staff.

WHEREAS, the Office of the Attorney General, in conjunction with forty-nine other states, has secured an antitrust settlement from Nine West Corporation; and

WHEREAS, in accordance with the United States District Court Order, these funds must be utilized to fund women's health, educational, vocational, or safety programs pursuant to the terms of the settlement; and

WHEREAS, these funds cannot be utilized to supplant any existing funds appropriated for domestic violence and rape crisis services under the terms of the settlement; and

WHEREAS, every year, Rape Crisis Centers and Spouse Abuse Centers provide services to over 30,000 families victimized by violence; and

WHEREAS, a high level of skill is needed for center staff who intervene with families at a time of extreme crisis; and

WHEREAS, on a daily basis, center staff are faced with decisions that impact the safety and well-being of victims of crime and their children; and

WHEREAS, specialized training programs, tailored uniquely for Spouse Abuse Centers and Rape Crisis Centers, need to be developed to enhance their ability to operate effectively and meet the needs of families in crisis; and

WHEREAS, the ability of the Spouse Abuse Centers and Rape Crisis Centers to extend professional development opportunities to staff to meet the challenges inherent in their work is hampered by limited funding; and

WHEREAS, low salaries and the lack of professional development opportunities result in a high turnover rate of staff in these agencies, reaching over fifty percent in Spouse Abuse Centers; and

WHEREAS, an important component of enhanced professional development includes providing existing center personnel with opportunities to pursue higher education;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Special Trust Fund should be established from the settlement to be administered by the Finance and Administration Cabinet for the express purpose of supporting professional development initiatives for the Rape Crisis Centers and Spouse Abuse Centers in Kentucky. The Governor's Council on Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault is urged to allocate funds for the purposes set forth in this Resolution. Interest income from the principal of the Special Trust Fund should be used for the following purposes:


(a)
Establish an annual professional development institute, unique in the nation, specially tailored to meet the unique job-related challenges of staff in Rape Crisis Centers and Spouse Abuse Centers.


(b)
Create and fund accessible training opportunities for Spouse Abuse Center and Rape Crisis Center staff, including, but not limited to, focusing on the tasks integral to financial and personnel management and direct service delivery.


(c)
Provide merit-based stipends for Rape Crisis Center and Spouse Abuse Center staff to access educational opportunities in Kentucky technical colleges, community colleges, and universities.


(d)
The funds secured by the Office of the Attorney General from this settlement should be deposited pursuant to KRS 41.300 and the Office of Financial Management and Economic Analysis should invest the funds.


(e)
The principal should not be expended unless authorized by the General Assembly. Any such action should be consistent with the Federal Court Order.


(f)
Upon receiving written notice from the Governor's Council on Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault on the allocation of investment income, the Finance and Administration Cabinet should take necessary action to transfer funds to the appropriate state agency to execute contractual agreements in accordance with KRS Chapter 45A.
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