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A RESOLUTION recognizing the benefits of ethanol as an effective alternative to methyl-tertiary butyl ether (MTBE) in gasoline. 

WHEREAS, methyl-tertiary butyl ether (MTBE) is a chemical compound used in formulations of gasoline; and

WHEREAS, MTBE is a suspected human carcinogen and has been discovered to facilitate the movement of gasoline through water; and

WHEREAS, ethanol is an effective fuel-blending component, made from domestic grain and potentially from recycled biomass, that reduces carbon monoxide levels in today's automobile emissions by 25 percent; and 

WHEREAS, ethanol is a natural cleaner that eliminates grime and rust build-up from fuel lines in engines; and

WHEREAS, the United States faces the highest oil prices in nearly a decade and ethanol reduces the demand for oil and MTBE imports and dependence on foreign suppliers; and 

WHEREAS, greater use of ethanol in gasoline would establish a long-term domestic market and could add more than $6 billion to the American economy each year; and

WHEREAS, the ethanol industry contributes $37,200,000 in economic benefits to Kentucky corn producers and increased use of ethanol would benefit thousands across the Commonwealth; and 

WHEREAS, the Kentucky Transportation Cabinet has one of the nation's largest state managed vehicle fleets which operate on 85% ethanol and 15% gasoline; and

WHEREAS, by promoting the growth of ethanol, Kentucky is preserving its natural environment and protecting the public interest;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   Ethanol is an effective alternative to MTBE in gasoline for its environmental advantages as well as for its performance benefits.

Section 2.   The United States Government and the Commonwealth are encouraged to promote ethanol and discontinue the use of MTBE in fuels.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is hereby directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to the President of the United States and to each member of the Congressional delegation representing the people of the Commonwealth of Kentucky.
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