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A RESOLUTION in support of the establishment of a Best Buddies Program in the Commonwealth of Kentucky.

WHEREAS, it is estimated that approximately 119,000 individuals in Kentucky are affected by mental retardation, and that the majority of those are individuals with mild mental retardation; and

WHEREAS, Kentucky has been ranked in the lower third of all states in its financial commitment to community services for individuals; and

WHEREAS, individuals with mental retardation often experience isolation and exclusion from community activities because of limited opportunities to associate with persons other than their immediate family and paid workers; and

WHEREAS, the Best Buddies Program seeks to broaden the social interactions of individuals with mental retardation by facilitating long-term, one-to-one friendships between high school and college students, community volunteers, and individuals with mental retardation; and

WHEREAS, the Best Buddies Program offers opportunities for enhanced social skills and supported employment programs for individuals with mental retardation; and

WHEREAS, the Best Buddies Program exists in 35 states at 265 colleges and 141 high schools and 94 percent of those students indicate that they enjoy the experience and recommend participation in the program to others; and

WHEREAS, the student population of Kentucky's colleges and high schools is an untapped resource for leadership, compassion, and responsible friendship that may support a Best Buddies Program;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   This honorable body recognizes and supports efforts to establish a Best Buddies Program in the Commonwealth of Kentucky for the benefit of individuals with mental retardation and volunteers.

Section 2.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is directed to transmit a copy of this resolution to the Education, Arts, and Humanities Cabinet, Office of the Secretary, Old Capitol Annex, First Floor, 300 West Broadway, Frankfort, Kentucky 40601, the Cabinet for Health Services, 275 East Main, Frankfort, Kentucky 40601, the Council on Postsecondary Education, 1024 Capital Center Drive, Suite 320, Frankfort, Kentucky 40601, the Kentucky Congress of Parents and Teachers, Post Office Box 654, 148 Consumer Lane, Frankfort, Kentucky 40602, the Kentucky Board of Education, First Floor, Capital Plaza Tower, 500 Mero Street, Frankfort, Kentucky 40601, the Kentucky School Boards Association, 260 Democrat Drive, Frankfort, Kentucky 40601, the Kentucky Education Association, 401 Capitol Avenue, Frankfort, Kentucky 40601, and the Best Buddies Headquarters, 100 Southeast Second Street, Suite 1990, Miami, Florida 33131.
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