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A RESOLUTION urging the Department of Public Health in the Cabinet for Health Services to develop programs that encourage breast-feeding.

WHEREAS, the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky recognizes and hereby declares that breast-feeding a baby is an important and basic act of nurture that must be encouraged in the interests of maternal and child health and family values; and

WHEREAS, the medical profession in the United States recommends that babies from birth to the age of one year should be breast-fed unless, under particular circumstances, it is medically inadvisable; and

WHEREAS, babies who are breast-fed have lower rates of death, meningitis, childhood leukemia and other cancers, diabetes, respiratory illnesses, bacterial and viral infections, diarrheal diseases, otitis media, allergies, obesity, and developmental delays; and

WHEREAS, breast-feeding also provides significant benefits to the health of the mother, including protection against breast cancer and other cancers, osteoporosis, and infections of the urinary tract; and

WHEREAS, a mother should have the right to breast-feed her baby in any location, public or private, where the mother is otherwise authorized to be;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Department for Public Health is urged to develop initiatives that encourage breast-feeding. The initiatives may address, but not be limited to, the following:


(1)
A program to recognize a business or agency that uses the designation "mother-friendly" in its promotional materials if the business or agency develops a policy supporting the practice of worksite breast-feeding;


(2)
A policy to encourage a state agency that administers a program providing maternal or child health services to provide information that promotes breast-feeding to program participants who are pregnant women or mothers with infants;


(3)
A plan to provide information on the Baby-Friendly Hospital Initiative;


(4)
A program of lactation support services offered as part of the benefits and services provided for pregnant and breast-feeding participants in the Women, Infants, and Children Nutrition Program; and


(5)
An effort to coordinate the operation of the Women, Infants, and Children Nutrition Program with the Department for Medicaid Services whereby each department provides information about the services offered by the other to applicants for services.

Section 2.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to the Secretary of the Cabinet for Health Services and the Commissioner for Public Health, 275 East Main Street, Frankfort, Kentucky 40601.
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