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A RESOLUTION requesting a study of best practices in the provision of time-limited cash assistance and access to supportive services, including education and training, to low-income families by family support workers.

WHEREAS, the Cabinet for Families and Children has undergone a major reorganization as the result of the implementation of the 1996 Federal Welfare Reform legislation; and

WHEREAS, the focus of public assistance services has changed from eligibility determination to enforcing work requirements, encouraging employment stability, and facilitating self-sufficiency; and

WHEREAS, the array of public assistance services available to applicants has grown and the need for applicants to be aware of possible options has increased; and

WHEREAS, the 1998-99 Subcommittee on Welfare Reform of the Interim Joint Committee on Health and Welfare wishes to ensure effective communication regarding policies and regulations between the cabinet, local offices, family support workers, and recipients; and

WHEREAS, the cabinet has expressed an ongoing commitment to the improvement of service delivery and to achieving the goals of welfare reform; and

WHEREAS, the number of cash assistance cases has declined by over 40 percent since 1996, leaving a larger portion of recipients with multiple barriers to self-sufficiency who will face the 60 month time limit for public assistance in 2001; and

WHEREAS, an efficient method of improving service delivery is to study the best practices of staff and encourage those practices where appropriate through all levels of administration of the cabinet;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   This honorable body requests the Interim Joint Committee on Health and Welfare to study best practices in the provision of time-limited cash assistance and access to supportive services, including education and training, to low-income families by family support workers. The committee is encouraged to recognize the input of recipients of public assistance and family support workers in conducting the study and in making recommendations to the Cabinet for Families and Children for improving services.

Section 2.   Provisions of this Resolution to the contrary notwithstanding, the Legislative Research Commission shall have the authority to alternatively assign the issues identified herein to an interim joint committee or subcommittee thereof, and to designate a study completion date.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to each co-chair of the Interim Joint Committee on Health and Welfare.

Page 1 of 2
BR285100.100-2851



