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A RESOLUTION urging the medical schools of Kentucky to adopt policies that would make the Commonwealth the nation's premier state in having the highest percentage of students with a disability who are admitted to and graduate from its three medical schools.

WHEREAS, the Commonwealth of Kentucky should encourage efforts to promote opportunities for individuals with a disability to achieve their highest potential and fulfill their personal aspirations; and

WHEREAS, actor and crusader for the disabled, Christopher Reeve, stated in his February 3, 2000, address before the General Assembly, "People with disabilities have more motivation than the average person because they are so motivated to overcome. That energy needs to be tapped."; and

WHEREAS, individuals with a disability may have a unique insight into the experience of patients suffering from pain, diminished physical or cognitive capacity, or emotional distress due to illness or injury, based on their own experience in overcoming societal and physical barriers to full and active participation in life;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   This honorable body urges the medical schools of the University of Kentucky, the University of Louisville, and the Pikeville College School of Osteopathic Medicine to adopt policies that would make the Commonwealth the nation's premier state in having the highest percentage of students with a disability who are admitted to and graduate from its three medical schools.

Section 2.   This honorable body urges that the deans of Kentucky's three medical schools or their representatives report to the Interim Joint Committee on Education any significant steps taken or progress made in increasing the number of students with a disability admitted to their respective medical schools.
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