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A RESOLUTION adjourning the House of Representatives in loving memory and honor of Major Robert Stephen Hacker.

With deepest respect and admiration, we pay homage and tribute to Major Robert Stephen Hacker, and we pause in silent reverence for his soul.

WHEREAS, Major Robert Stephen Hacker was born on January 1, 1962, a native of Richmond, Madison County, Kentucky, and he traversed these earthly bounds on July 8, 1998; and

WHEREAS, Major Robert Stephen Hacker was the loving son of Lt. Colonel (retired) Warden P. "Percy" Hacker and Shirley Tirey Hacker; he was the devoted husband of Shelly Jasper Hacker, and the loving father of a son, Kyle Hayden Hacker; he was the loving brother of a sister, Leona Lou Smith, and two brothers, Charles William Hacker and Daniel Reid Hacker; he was the loving grandson of Charles Hayden Tirey and Geneva Daniel Tirey and the late Oscar and Catherine Hacker; and

WHEREAS, Major Robert Stephen Hacker, a member of Headquarters and Headquarters Company, 201st Engineer Battalion of the Kentucky Army National Guard died of injuries received in a vehicle accident while on active duty in the Esmeraldas Province of the South American nation of Ecuador; and

WHEREAS, Major Robert Stephen Hacker was a Kentucky Army National Guard engineer for eighteen years, and he was a veteran of numerous overseas deployments to Latin America and the Caribbean. At the time of his passing, he was in Ecuador as part of the command element for Nuevos Horizontes (New Horizons), the Kentucky National Guard's humanitarian relief mission. He was a member of the mission's duration team and the operations officer for the exercise task force, supervising the fielding of troops and overseeing numerous projects; and

WHEREAS, Major Robert Stephen Hacker was an outstanding professional Army officer, and he had a unique reputation in training soldiers for war, but he will best be remembered and admired for the role he played in responding to the needs of the community in which he lived during numerous emergencies and natural disasters, and for his intense interest in helping others less fortunate, whether it was directing relief efforts during floods or snowstorms in Kentucky, building an orphanage on the Caribbean island of Dominica or a medical clinic in Ecuador, he was committed to improving the lives of his fellow man; and

WHEREAS, a life spent worthily should be measured by deeds, not years, and Major Robert Stephen Hacker is worthy of the highest commendation, and because of his humanitarian efforts and his genuine love and concern for people less fortunate, a school is being dedicated in his honor on April 3, 2000, in the Esmeraldas Province of Ecuador; and

WHEREAS, the passing of Major Robert Stephen Hacker has left a void that will be difficult to fill, and he is mourned across the length and breadth of the Commonwealth;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The House of Representatives does hereby express its utter sense of bereavement upon the passing of Major Robert Stephen Hacker, and extends to his family and friends its most profound and deepest sympathy.

Section 2.   When the House of Representatives adjourns this day, Monday, March 27, 2000, it does so in loving memory and honor of Major Robert Stephen Hacker.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is hereby directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Mrs. Shelly Jasper Hacker, 2928 Newman Street, Ashland, Kentucky 41101; to Mr. and Mrs. Warden P. Hacker, 2040 Catalpa Loop, Richmond, Kentucky 40475; and five copies to the Adjutant General of the Kentucky National Guard, Boone National Guard Center, Frankfort, Kentucky 40601.
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