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A RESOLUTION honoring Floyd County upon the occasion of its Bicentennial Celebration.

WHEREAS, on December 13, 1799, the Kentucky General Assembly enacted the bill creating Floyd County, and it became effective on June 1, 1800; Floyd County, the fortieth county in order of formation in our great Commonwealth, is part of the Cumberland Plateau, and it is located in the Big Sandy area of eastern Kentucky; and with Prestonsburg designated as the county seat, Floyd County comprises an area of 393 square miles, and it is bordered by Johnson, Martin, Pike, Knott, and Magoffin Counties; and

WHEREAS, twenty-seven years before Floyd County was created, famous Kentucky pioneer and trailblazer, Daniel Boone, spent the winter of 1773 in Floyd County on the waters of Lick Fork of Middle Creek of the Big Sandy River, where he worked a salt deposit while waiting for his companion, William Hill, to return from North Carolina with much needed ammunition; and

WHEREAS, Floyd County is named in honor of Colonel John Floyd, a pioneer explorer, and well-known surveyor under Colonel William Preston, for whom Prestonsburg is named. In July, 1776, Colonel John Floyd accompanied Daniel Boone in the rescue of his daughter, Jemima, and Elizabeth and Fanny Callaway who had been captured by the Indians. He also accompanied General George Rogers Clark on several of his expeditions; and

WHEREAS, the importance of the pioneer era cannot be overstated, for the pioneers gave the supreme sacrifice of their lives for future generations, and Floyd County played an integral role in the lives of these first pioneers; they endured many hardships and disasters, and struggled daily with the threat of Indian ambush, as recollected in the famous folktale of Jenny Wiley, a young woman captured by the Cherokee Indians and held prisoner for eleven months. Her courageous escape entailed crossing the Levisa Fork of the Big Sandy River to where she found safety at Harmon's Station Blockhouse, the earliest settlement in eastern Kentucky. Due to her courage and fortitude, the 1,700 acre Jenny Wiley State Resort Park was named in her honor; and Dewey Dam provides flood control and forms Dewey Lake, the focus of the park; and

WHEREAS, with the penetration of the railroad in 1903, coal mining became and continues to be an important economic resource in Floyd County; and the oil and gas industry and the abundance of timber are important to the economy and character of Floyd County, and these industries have enhanced the livelihoods of many of her citizens; and

WHEREAS, Bert T. Combs, a notable Kentuckian, and longtime resident of Floyd County, fondly referred to in earlier years as "The Little Judge," was Governor of Kentucky from 1959-63; having been ever mindful of the needs of his people, it was due to his insight and dedication to them that eastern Kentucky was connected to the rest of the Commonwealth through the construction of the Mountain Parkway; and now eastern Kentucky is crisscrossed with modern highways, such as Kentucky Route 80, Kentucky Route 3, and famous U. S. Route 23, the Country Music Highway; Governor Combs' education program included the construction of Prestonsburg Community College of the University of Kentucky, which serves a five county area including Floyd, Johnson, Magoffin, Pike, and Martin Counties. The college provides pre-baccalaureate education, technical and career programs, community service, and continuing education programs; and in more recent years, the Morehead State University extended campus, located in Prestonsburg, offers evening classes in telecommunications, nursing, education, business, and social work; and

WHEREAS, also instrumental to the citizens of Floyd County and eastern Kentucky was the creation of the Mountain Arts Center and Home of the Kentucky Opry, in 1996, where both programs are dedicated to showcasing the talent of eastern Kentucky, as well as being a school of music for the youth of eastern Kentucky, and attracting national artists for entertainment; and

WHEREAS, other aspects of life in Floyd County have progressed due to the hardworking citizenry, including health care, education, technology, industry, and manufacturing relating to coal resources, banking, tourism, and numerous retail businesses. While Floyd County's business community has progressed parallel to other areas of Kentucky, its people have held steadfast to its rich folk ways; and

WHEREAS, the citizens of Floyd County are proud of their rich heritage, and the contributions Floyd County has made to this great Commonwealth these two hundred years of her existence; her citizens, through their courage, leadership, and dedication, blazed important trails opening the way for progress, while preserving the rich heritage and traditions for which eastern Kentucky is so revered;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The House of Representatives, in recognition of the two hundredth anniversary celebration of Floyd County, and in further recognition of the social, cultural, educational, and economic advancements of Floyd County and her residents throughout the course of these two hundred years, joins the fine citizens of that fair county in the jubilant celebration of Floyd County's Bicentennial.

Section 2.   When the House of Representatives adjourns this day, it does so in honor of Floyd County's Bicentennial celebration.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is hereby directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to the Floyd County Bicentennial Committee, 113 South Central Avenue, Prestonsburg 41653.
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