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A RESOLUTION commemorating the Tenth-Year Anniversary of the passage of the Kentucky Education Reform Act.

WHEREAS, in 1989, the Kentucky Supreme Court ruled that every part and parcel of Kentucky's system of public education was unconstitutional and placed an absolute duty on the General Assembly to re-create and re-establish a new system of common schools to provide a quality education for all Kentucky's children; and

WHEREAS, it has been ten years since the General Assembly, through its vision and strong leadership, passed the Kentucky Education Reform Act that established high educational expectations for all students, educators, parents, and the citizens of the Commonwealth; and 

WHEREAS, the 1990 General Assembly deserves praise and recognition for its thoughtful deliberation and courage to adopt a bold plan to improve the system of public education; and

WHEREAS, the legislators who followed the 1990 General Assembly and those who serve today also deserve much credit for the extensive time and sustained effort they have given to monitor and improve the system of public education, ever mindful of the principles on which it is based; and

WHEREAS, the efforts of thousands of dedicated teachers, administrators, students, and parents have helped to establish a system of education that strives to embody those principles every day in every classroom for every student; and

WHEREAS, the Kentucky Education Reform Act has many successes worthy of celebration, including the equitable funding that supports the many innovations and improvements such as modern facilities, a statewide technology system that is first in the nation, the creation of a quality preschool program, and strengthened local decision making; and

WHEREAS, it is a time for celebration, and it is also a time for reflection and analysis to determine the next steps toward continued improvement such as reducing the student dropout rate, strengthening teacher preparation and continued professional development, and increasing efforts to improve middle schools;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   This honorable body recognizes the 1990 General Assembly for its historic and courageous action in passing the Kentucky Education Reform Act of 1990. 

Section 2.   This honorable body commends the General Assemblies of 1992 through 2000 for their continuing efforts to monitor, maintain, and improve the system of public education.

Section 3.   This honorable body recognizes and extends appreciation to all the students, educators, parents and citizens of the Commonwealth who have worked so diligently to improve the system of public education to enable Kentucky to be competitive in the world economy of the future.

Section 4.   This honorable body, when it adjourns today, does so in honor and celebration of the tenth-year anniversary of the passage of the Kentucky Education Reform Act.
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