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A RESOLUTION commemorating the twenty-seventh anniversary of the United States Supreme Court decision of Roe v. Wade, which legalized abortion and brought the state's interest and the woman's right to choose into balance.

WHEREAS, twenty-seven years ago the United States Supreme Court held that the right to privacy encompasses the right to choose whether to end a pregnancy and thereby averted countless deaths of women since it is estimated that as many as five thousand women died annually from illegal abortions prior to Roe; and

WHEREAS, it is estimated that more than half of all pregnancies nationally are unplanned and each year in Kentucky, eighty-six pregnancies occur per one thousand women between the ages of fifteen and forty-four, seventy-one percent of those result in live births, thirteen percent result in abortion, and sixteen percent result in miscarriages; and

WHEREAS, it is estimated that if all pregnancies were planned, infant deaths could be reduced by ten percent and the incidence of low-birth-weight babies could be reduced by twelve percent; and

WHEREAS, the Reproductive Rights Composite Index shows that Kentucky ranks forty-first in the nation and lacks adequate policies promoting the reproductive rights of women when compared to other states;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The House of Representatives affirms its commitment to uphold the Constitution of the United States of America.

Section 2.   The House of Representatives recognizes that the 1.9 million women who are residents of the Commonwealth of Kentucky contribute greatly to the economic and social well-being of the Commonwealth and are entitled to the best available reproductive health services.

Section 3.   This honorable body pledges to help its residents avoid unplanned pregnancies, thereby reducing the number of abortions, by promoting sexuality education and access to effective methods of contraception and healthy childbearing.

Section 4.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is hereby directed to transmit a copy of this resolution to the Justices of the Supreme Court of the United States, One First Street NE, Washington, DC. 20543.
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