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A RESOLUTION adjourning the House of Representatives in loving memory and honor of Cecil Byrd and of Christian missionaries throughout the ages, who have willingly sacrificed comfort, safety, and ultimately, their lives, that others might know the love of Jesus Christ.

WHEREAS, after a long and fruitful ministry in Zambia, Cecil Byrd and his wife, Betty, and their children took an even more difficult assignment in Maputo, Mozambique; and

WHEREAS, while in Mozambique, Cecil built his own housing, including a Christian Training Center where Cecil taught, and a multipurpose building where church services and sewing and literacy classes were held, as well as a medical component operated by a nurse; and

WHEREAS, the Lord gave Cecil Byrd the heart of a servant to use every resource of the Good News for Africa Mission to meet the medical, educational, and spiritual needs of the people of Mozambique; and

WHEREAS, even when on furlough, the Savior put it into Cecil's heart to make diligent use of his time translating Christian books and manuscripts into Portuguese for the literate population of Mozambique; and

WHEREAS, while on furlough in the summer of 1999, the Lord moved several churches to donate enough support for Cecil and Betty to obtain a 4-wheel drive vehicle with a wench, so that they might reach those deepest in the bush with emergency services, as well as the gospel message; and

WHEREAS, the Lord gave Cecil Byrd the grace to be faithful to the Holy Bible as the inspired, inerrant Word of God, and he, therefore, took seriously the Lord's Great Commission, as stated in Mark 16:15, "Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature"; and

WHEREAS, the Lord blessed Cecil and Betty with five wonderful children, Miriam, Ben, Kathy, Daniel, and Deborah, all of whom shared in the outreach to the people of Africa; and

WHEREAS, one of the greatest rewards for Cecil Byrd's labor of love in Africa was to see the good fruit of biblical teaching and a Christ-like spirit manifested in the lives of Miriam, Ben, Kathy, Daniel, and Deborah; and

WHEREAS, it is the wish of Betty Byrd that the death of her husband not be a time of sadness, but of praise and thanksgiving to the Lord Jesus Christ who made Cecil Byrd's life a blessing to two continents and two kingdoms;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   This honorable body joins Betty, Miriam, Ben, Kathy, Daniel, and Deborah in returning thanks to God for the life and ministry of Cecil Byrd, whose example of prayer, obedience to God's Word, and selfless sacrifice is an inspiration to all.

Section 2.   When the House of Representatives adjourns this day, it does so in loving memory and honor of Cecil Byrd.

Section 3.   Those desiring to help the family at this time are encouraged to make a check payable to the Okolona Christian Church, and designate the gift for the Cecil Byrd family.

Section 4.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is hereby directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to the Okolona Christian Church, 4701 East Manslick Road, Louisville, Kentucky 40219, for distribution to the family and friends of Cecil Byrd.
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