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A RESOLUTION memorializing Effie Waller Smith.

WHEREAS, Effie Waller Smith was born in Pike County, Kentucky, in 1879, the daughter of Frank Smith and Sibbie Waller Smith, former slaves who married in 1873 and nurtured four children, all of whom subsequently obtained advanced degrees in education; and

WHEREAS, Effie Waller Smith was blessed with a supportive home environment and a burning desire to read and learn, she spent sixteen years of her young life writing poetry and teaching in various school systems throughout Kentucky and Tennessee; and

WHEREAS, Effie Waller Smith academically, emotionally, and spiritually cultivated her own potential in the art of poetry, yet gained little recognition due to entrenched racist barriers that towered over people of color during her life; and

WHEREAS, Effie Waller Smith, notwithstanding discrimination and setbacks, continued writing poetry and demanding recognition until she received considerable support from several Pikeville residents; and

WHEREAS, Effie Waller Smith became a published poet with the distribution of her first book of poetry "Songs of the Months" in 1904, her next book "Rhymes from the Cumberland" in 1909, and her final book "Rosemary and Pansies" in 1909, along with many selected poems in several major literary magazines; and

WHEREAS, Effie Waller Smith married her school classmate, Charles Smith, who died at the hand of a moonshiner while serving a warrant in rural Pike County, and she is believed to have never recovered emotionally from his tragic and unresolved murder; and

WHEREAS, Effie Waller Smith, after the death of her husband, published just one last artistic composition entitled "Autumn's Winds" in Harper's Monthly before disappearing completely from public record in 1917; and

WHEREAS, Effie Waller Smith left Kentucky for Wisconsin in 1918, where she lived until the time of her death in 1960; and

WHEREAS, Effie Waller Smith over the course of her artistic life blessed the citizens of this Commonwealth with scores and scores of precious poems that can be enjoyed by generations and generations to come;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   When the House of Representatives adjourns this day, it does so in memory, honor, and tribute to Effie Waller Smith of Pike County Kentucky, poet extraordinaire.

Section 2.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives shall transmit a copy of this Resolution to the Editor of the Appalachian News-Express at P. O. Box 802, Pikeville, Kentucky 41502 for publication.
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