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A RESOLUTION calling for full funding of the total budget request as submitted to the Governor for the Division for Licensing and Regulation for the fiscal year beginning on July 1, 2000, and ending on June 30, 2001, and for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2001, ending on June 30, 2002.

WHEREAS, the Division for Licensing and Regulation provides the vital function of inspecting all health facilities in the Commonwealth to ensure compliance with state licensure regulations and federal regulations relating to participating in the Medicaid program; and

WHEREAS, these licensure regulations are designed to protect the health and safety of patients and residents of health facilities, and to ensure that adequate medical care is provided; and

WHEREAS, the ability of the Division for Licensing and Regulation to perform the number of inspections necessary to ensure compliance with health and safety regulations, as well as to follow-up on complaints by patients and their families, is dependent on having an adequate number of surveyors in the field; and

WHEREAS, the largest category, by far, of health facilities in Kentucky is long-term care facilities, consisting of over 35,000 beds in various licensure categories; and

WHEREAS, residents of long-term care facilities are primarily frail and elderly, and require constant supervision to ensure their health and safety; and

WHEREAS, having an adequate number of surveyors in the Division for Licensing and Regulation is a critical link in ensuring quality care for residents of Kentucky’s long-term care facilities; and

WHEREAS, the Office of Attorney General has entered into an agreement with the Department for Community Based Services to receive substantiated reports of abuse and neglect in long-term care facilities;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   That the Division for Licensing and Regulation receive full funding from the 2000 Kentucky General Assembly of the division's total budget request as submitted to the Governor.
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