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AN ACT relating to firearms.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

SECTION 1.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 237 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
As used in this section:
(a)
"Child" means a person younger than seventeen (17) years of age;

(b)
"Readily dischargeable firearm" means a firearm that is loaded with ammunition, whether or not a round is in the chamber; and

(c)
"Secure" means to take steps that a reasonable person would take to prevent the access to a readily dischargeable firearm by a child, including but not limited to placing a firearm in a locked container or temporarily rendering the firearm inoperable by a trigger lock or other means.

(2)
A person is guilty of making a firearm accessible to a child if a child gains access to a readily dischargeable firearm and the person with recklessness:

(a)
Failed to secure the firearm; or

(b)
Left the firearm in a place to which the person knew or should have known the child would gain access.

(3)
It is an affirmative defense to prosecution under this section that the child's access to the firearm:

(a)
Was supervised by a person older than eighteen (18) years of age and was for hunting, sporting, or other lawful purposes;

(b)
Consisted of lawful defense by the child of people or property;

(c)
Was gained by entering property in violation of the Kentucky Revised Statutes; or

(d)
Occurred during a time when the actor was engaged in an agricultural enterprise.

(4)
Except as provided by subsection (5) of this section, an offense under this section is a violation.

(5)
An offense under this section is a Class A misdemeanor if the child discharges the firearm and causes death or serious bodily injury to the child or another person.

(6)
A peace officer or other person may not arrest the actor before the seventh day after the date on which the offense is committed if:

(a)
The actor is a member of the family, as defined by KRS 403.720, of the child who discharged the firearm; and

(b)
The child in discharging the firearm caused the death of or serious injury to the child.

SECTION 2.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 237 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

A dealer of firearms shall post in a conspicuous position on the premises where the dealer conducts business a sign that contains the following warning in block letters not less than one (1) inch in height: "IT IS UNLAWFUL TO STORE, TRANSPORT, OR ABANDON AN UNSECURED FIREARM IN A PLACE WHERE CHILDREN ARE LIKELY TO BE AND CAN OBTAIN ACCESS TO THE FIREARM."
SECTION 3.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 533 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
A court granting community supervision to a defendant convicted of an offense under Section 1 of this Act, may require as a condition of community supervision that the defendant:
(a)
Provide an appropriate public service activity designated by the court;
(b)
Attend a firearms safety course that meets or exceeds the requirements set by the National Rifle Association as of July 15, 2000, for a firearms safety course that requires not more than seventeen (17) hours of instruction; or

(c)
Successfully complete the hunter education program of the Department of Fish and Wildlife Resources.
(2)
The court shall require the defendant to pay the cost of attending the firearms safety course under subsection (1)(b) of this section.

SECTION 4.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 158 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
A school district may, and is strongly encouraged to, provide or participate in a firearms safety program for students in grades kindergarten through twelve (12). A school district that provides a firearms safety program shall consult with a certified firearms instructor before establishing the curriculum for the program.

(2)
A school district may not require a student to participate in a firearms safety program if the district received written notice from a parent of the student to exempt the student from the program. A school district that provides or participates in a firearms safety program may not permit a student participating in the program, while the student is on district property, to handle a readily dischargeable firearm.

(3)
A firearms safety program established under subsection (1) of this section shall meet the standards of the National Rifle Association Eddie Eagle Children's Gun Safety Course.

Section 5.   KRS 237.115 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
Nothing contained in KRS 237.110 shall be construed to limit, restrict, or prohibit in any manner the right of a college, university, or any postsecondary education facility, including technical schools and community colleges, to control the possession of deadly weapons on any property owned or controlled by them or the right of a unit of state, city, county, urban-county, or charter county government to prohibit the carrying of concealed deadly weapons by licensees in that portion of a building actually owned, leased, or occupied by that unit of government.

(2)
The legislative body of a state, city, county, or urban-county government may, by statute, administrative regulation, or ordinance, prohibit or limit the carrying of concealed deadly weapons by licensees in that portion of a building owned, leased, or controlled by that unit of government. That portion of a building in which the carrying of concealed deadly weapons is prohibited or limited shall be clearly identified by signs posted at the entrance to the restricted area. The statute or ordinance shall exempt any building used for public housing by private persons, highway rest areas, firing ranges, and private dwellings owned, leased, or controlled by that unit of government from any restriction on the carrying or possession of deadly weapons. The statute, administrative regulation, or ordinance shall not specify any criminal penalty for its violation but may specify that persons violating the statute or ordinance may be denied entrance to the building, ordered to leave the building, and if employees of the unit of government, be subject to employee disciplinary measures for violation of the provisions of the statute or ordinance.[ The provisions of this section shall not be deemed to be a violation of KRS 65.870 if the requirements of this section are followed.] The provisions of this section shall not apply to any other unit of government.

(3)
Unless otherwise specifically provided by the Kentucky Revised Statutes or applicable federal law, no criminal penalty shall attach to carrying a concealed firearm or other deadly weapon with a permit at any location at which an unconcealed firearm or other deadly weapon may be constitutionally carried.

Section 6.   The following KRS section is repealed:

65.870   Local firearms control ordinances prohibited.
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