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SUBJECT/TITLE
Solid waste site, facility nuisance abatement

SPONSOR
Sen. Marshall Long

MANDATE SUMMARY

Unit of Government:
X
City;
X
County;
X
Urban County Government

Program/

Office(s) Impacted:
 Local governments

Requirement:
X
Mandatory

Optional

Effect on

Powers & Duties

Modifies Existing
X
Adds New

Eliminates Existing

PURPOSE/MECHANICS

SB 179 directs the Natural Resources and Environmental Protection Cabinet (NREPC) to impose permit conditions controlling a public nuisance at solid waste sites and facilities.

FISCAL EXPLANATION/BILL PROVISIONS
ESTIMATED COST

The fiscal impact of SB 179 on local governments is indeterminable.  The measure aims at controlling public nuisances at solid waste sites and facilities.  These nuisances can take the form of blowing litter, debris or other waste or material, or odors, noise, light or traffic congestion.  The bill directs the NREPC to impose permit conditions to alleviate such conditions.  The permit conditions may include requiring the construction of barriers to block the public's view, blowing debris, sound, or light from the site, or regulating the hours of operation to control traffic, noise or light.  The barriers may include shrubs or trees, earthen berms or fencing.

It is assumed that a "solid waste site or facility" specified in the bill can be any of the many types of solid waste sites and facilities operating under permits that the Solid Waste Branch issues.  The branch issues almost 30 different types of permits allowing many types of solid waste activities.  Some, such as contained landfills, convenience centers, transfer stations, recycling centers, and construction debris facilities, may be familiar to the general public.  But others--such as the lone thermal treatment center in the state--may not be as familiar.  Of the 964 solid waste activities operating under permits in the state, 355 are publicly owned, according to the Solid Waste Branch.  It is assumed permit requirements directed under this bill would affect those publicly owned sites, but the extend is unknown.

It may be particularly costly for local governments to institute control measures, erect barriers, plant trees of appropriate height and density, or build earthen berms around contained landfills, which can be large in size.  There are 35 contained landfills in the state; 14 are publicly owned.  Because landfills are usually worked in "cells" or phases of three-10 acres, the cost of alleviating nuisances in those sections would not be as great as creating or erecting a barrier around an entire landfill.  There are 167 construction/demolition debris landfills permitted in over-one-acre and under-one-acre categories; 45 of those are publicly owned.  On a smaller scale, there could be some unknown costs involved in putting barriers around smaller convenience centers, transfer stations, recycling centers and the like.  There are 140 publicly convenience centers, transfer stations and recycling centers.
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