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AN ACT protecting Senators and Representatives of the General Assembly from certain court processes.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

SECTION 1.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 6 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

As a basis for its action in Section 2 of this Act, the General Assembly of Kentucky finds and declares that:
(1)
Section 27 of the Constitution of Kentucky divides the powers of government among the three (3) departments of government: legislative, executive, and judicial;
(2)
Section 28 of the Constitution of Kentucky specifies that one department of government cannot interfere with the power of another department of Government;

(3)
Section 29 of the Constitution of Kentucky specifies that the legislative power of the Commonwealth is assigned to the General Assembly;

(4)
Section 43 of the Constitution of Kentucky specifies that members of the General Assembly are immune from arrest during sessions of the General Assembly and when traveling to and from sessions, with certain limitations;

(5)
No section of the Constitution of Kentucky prohibits attorneys at law from running for or being a Representative or Senator in the General Assembly; and

(6)
Courts should not schedule cases and other court proceedings involving members of the General Assembly during times when the General Assembly is in session or while its members are traveling to and from sessions of the General Assembly.

SECTION 2.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 6 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
No court or administrative agency of the Commonwealth of Kentucky shall schedule any proceeding so as to infringe upon the duty of a member of the General Assembly during sessions of the General Assembly and when traveling to and from sessions.

(2)
If a member who has filed a motion for legislative continuance and has not been granted a legislative continuance within three (3) days is subsequently absent from court in attendance upon his or her legislative duties, any sanction imposed by a judge upon the member, or upon a person whom the member is representing, as a result of the member's attendance at legislative duties, shall be void and unenforceable.

(3)
Nothing in this section shall be construed to apply to criminal actions in which a member of the General Assembly is a defendant.
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