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AN ACT relating to prisoner of war license plates.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   KRS 186.1701 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
Any owner or lessee of a motor vehicle required to be registered under the provisions of KRS 186.050(1) or (3)(a) who is a former prisoner of the enemy during World War I, World War II, the Korean War, or the Vietnam War, or the spouse of a deceased former prisoner of war, shall be issued a five (5) year license plate, for either one (1) automobile, or one (1) truck of one-half (1/2) or three-quarter (3/4) ton rating, upon application to the county clerk in the county of his residence and after payment of a twenty-five dollar ($25) state fee and a three dollar ($3) clerk's fee. Application shall be made on a form prescribed by the cabinet and shall be accompanied by written evidence from the United States Veterans Administration or any other appropriate federal agency stating the period of time that the applicant or the applicant's spouse was a prisoner of war.

(2)
The license plates in subsection (1) of this section shall be printed in three (3) colors: red, white, and blue, and the design of the plates shall be as follows: the lower one-fourth (1/4) section shall contain the words "Former Prisoner of War" and a space for the registration decal; the upper one-fourth (1/4) section shall contain the word "Kentucky"; the remaining middle section shall have a replica of the Prisoner of War medal on the far left, a unique registration number in the center, and the crossed flags of the United States and the Commonwealth of Kentucky on the far right; and the border of the plate shall contain a replica of a continuous string of barbed wire.[ Each tag shall contain the name of the state, the year, the registration number, and the words "Former P.O.W."] Annually thereafter, upon application to the county clerk of the county of his residence, together with proof that he is a former prisoner of war, or the spouse of a deceased former prisoner of war, and without payment of the registration fee provided in subsection (1) of this section, the clerk shall issue a new plate, or a renewal decal, as directed by the Transportation Cabinet. For services performed to renew such registration, the clerk shall receive a three dollar ($3) fee.

(3)
Upon the sale, transfer, or termination of lease of a vehicle licensed as authorized under this section, the owner or lessee shall remove the prisoner of war license plate and return it and the certificate of registration to the county clerk. The clerk shall issue a regular license plate and certificate of registration upon payment of an eleven dollar fifty cent ($11.50) state fee and a three dollar ($3) clerk's fee. When the prisoner of war plate has been presented to the clerk, he shall reissue same free of charge by the Transportation Cabinet and upon payment of a two dollar ($2) clerk's fee for use on any other vehicle owned or leased by the same person who purchased the prisoner of war plate for the current licensing period. The license plate and decal on this other vehicle shall be turned in to the county clerk, who will forward the license plate to Frankfort.

(4)
If a prisoner of war license plate is lost, stolen, or mutilated, if the owner or lessee has not transferred a vehicle during the current license period, he may obtain a regular plate free of charge. If a prisoner of war license plate, within five (5) years of the date of its issue, deteriorates to the point where the inscriptions are not discernible, the owner or lessee may obtain a replacement plate free of charge.

(5)
Any applicant seeking to obtain a license plate under this section who has been provided a vehicle pursuant to an occupation shall conform to the requirements of KRS 186.050(14).

(6)
License plates issued under this section shall expire on the last day of the birth month of the applicant[December 31].

(7)
If a former prisoner of war dies with a vehicle licensed as authorized under this section, that individual's surviving spouse may retain the license plate for use on the same or another vehicle by complying with the requirements for reissuance set forth in subsection (3) of this section. A plate reissued under this subsection may be renewed as provided by subsection (2) of this section.

Section 2.   This Act takes effect January 1, 2001.
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