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SUBJECT/TITLE
Crimes and punishments; assaulting animals

SPONSOR
Sen. Ernie Harris

MANDATE SUMMARY

Unit of Government:
X
City;
X
County;
X
Urban County Government

Program/

Office(s) Impacted:
 Jails; dog wardens/animal control officers; animal control shelters and dog pounds; fiscal courts;

Requirement:
X
Mandatory

Optional

Effect on

Powers & Duties
X
Modifies Existing
X
Adds New

Eliminates Existing

PURPOSE/MECHANICS

Provisions of this bill (relating directly to local governments) create the crime of assaulting an animal in the first degree when an animal dies or suffers serious physical injury as a Class D felony; create the crime of assaulting an animal in the second degree when an animal suffers physical injury as a Class A misdemeanor; create the crime of animal neglect as a misdemeanor with a $5,000 fine or 12 months in jail or both. Provisions of the bill require that violators receive psychological testing and counseling.

Provisions of the bill eliminate the exemption for dog training if the training is designed to teach a dog to fight for fun or profit, and eliminate elements relating to neglect, beating, torturing, and similar offenses and amend KRS 436.605 relating to dog wardens and animal cruelty society agents to specify which KRS sections they will enforce. 

Provisions of the bill require that the court order animals in the possession of persons convicted of animal assault or neglect be forfeited to the county. The bill's Provisions also permit dog wardens and agents of humane societies to confiscate the animals of suspected violators and turn them over to animal shelters.

FISCAL EXPLANATION/BILL PROVISIONS
ESTIMATED COST

The fiscal impact is indeterminable and minimal to moderate. Counties which have animal shelters (about 60 state-wide) will be in a better position to accommodate animals (other than cats and dogs) which are confiscated/forfeited. The bill's provisions would seem to require that counties which do not have animal shelters (only required "dog pounds") will have to transport abused or neglected animals to shelters in the case of confiscation (of the animals possessed by persons violating or suspected of violating the bill's sections). Similarly, in the case of animals forfeited by order of the court, there will be a larger time/effort/cost burden when the animals in question are larger than dogs or cats and the county does not have a shelter. However, in the event of conviction, the violator must pay the costs of keeping the animal(s) from the time of taking/confiscation until forfeiture. Thus, in most cases, the actual cost to a county will be minimal. On the other hand, if a person accused is not convicted, all of the costs of confiscation and shelter will be borne by the county.

I

The bill provides that persons convicted of any violations of its sections must undergo psychological counseling as the court may determine. It may be assumed that the county will not be required to pay this cost. If so, it would represent a definite expense.

Finally, county jails may sustain a negligible cost increase from incarcerating misdemeanor convicts according to the provisions of this bill. However, these costs may be offset in the event they incarcerate Class D felonies (reimbursed by the state and providing an income to jails which defrays operating costs, in the event that a bed would otherwise be empty).
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