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Net Effect

Indeterminable
Indeterminable
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MEASURE'S PURPOSE:  To create a State Natural History Museum for a variety of purposes.

PROVISION/MECHANICS:  Creates new sections of KRS Chapter 146 to create a state natural history museum for a variety of purposes including providing a focal point for gathering resources to educate citizens about Kentucky's natural heritage, to create a repository of specimens of the state's flora, fauna, fossils, minerals, archeological remains, and other natural features, and to prevent the loss of Kentucky specimens to other states; establish a board of directors; allows the board to implement provisions of the Act before the museum may be in a physical place; administratively links the board to the Education, Arts, and Humanities Cabinet; grants broad authority to the board to carry out its responsibilities; requires the board to hire a director following hiring guidelines; sets out responsibilities of the director; creates units within the museum, each headed by a director, to provide for curation of specimens, outreach to the public, and exhibition of specimens and maintenance of the museum; limits the locations where the survey may be conducted; allows information about the location of resources to be kept confidential. 

FISCAL EXPLANATION:  The fiscal impact of SB 216/GA in indeterminable.  The implementation of this Act is not dependent upon the existence and operation of the museum in a physical place.  Therefore, the museum may begin as a "start-up" operation, operating to the extent funds are available.  The cost of a fully established state museum, similar in scope to the new History Center, can be estimated by using the History museum as a an example.  Construction of the New History Center, including purchase of property for the building, parking, and garden cost approximately $25,000,000.  The Kentucky Historical Society, which operates the Center, has an annual operating budget from all sources of $6,821,000.
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