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SUBJECT/TITLE
An Act relating to Acquired Immunodeficiency Syndrome

SPONSOR
Senator Gerald Neal

NOTE SUMMARY

Fiscal Analysis:
        X       Impact
               No Impact
         Indeterminable Impact

Level(s) of Impact:
        X          State
                       Local
               Federal

Budget Unit(s) Impact
Cabinet for Health Service, Cabinet for Families and Children

Fund(s) Impact:
        X      General
                Road
               Federal


                     Restricted Agency (Type)
               (Other)

FISCAL SUMMARY

_____________________________________________________________________________

Fiscal Estimates
1999-2000
2000-2001
2001-2002
Future Annual

Rate of Change

Revenues (+/-)





Expenditures (+/-)

$383,200-$392,300
$383,200-$392,300


Net Effect

$383,200-$392,300
$383,200-$392,300


_____________________________________________________________________________

MEASURE'S PURPOSE:  SB 227/GA requires that information on HIV and hepatitis status be given to parents in adoptive cases.  Requires the Cabinet for Health Services to: a ) require, by October 1, 2000, the reporting, by unique code, persons testing positive for HIV or AIDS to include data relating to, but not limited to, CD4 count and viral load, and review this reporting system on a biennial basis; b ) allows the Cabinet for Health Services to create a 25 member HIV AIDS/HIV Advisory Council; c ) establish a reporting system, by name, of persons testing positive for HIV/AIDS, and follow-up with these persons to determine if sufficient health services are being obtained, or if the person qualifies for assistance through the Cabinet; d) review the guidelines of HIV or AIDS care coordination, and perform annual reviews of outcome evaluations, caseloads and the Kentucky Drug Assistance and drug dispensing program; e) educate health departments on a consistent basis, and work with willing faith-based communities; f) review cases of newborns with HIV; g) encourage the use of a pharmacological consulting program; and, h) develop and implement a statewide educational media campaign that discourages the use of illicit drugs.

PROVISION/MECHANICS:  Amends KRS 199.520 to require that information on HIV and hepatitis status be given to parents in adoption cases; Amends KRS 211.180 to mandate that the Cabinet for Health Services, by October 1, 2000, report, by unique code, persons who test positive for HIV or AIDS and include data relating to, but not limited to, CD4 count and viral load, and review this reporting system on a biennial basis; Creates a new section of KRS Chapter 214 to allow the Cabinet for Health Services to create a 25 member HIV/AIDS Advisory Council and establishes membership and duties; Requires the Council to report findings to the Cabinet for Health Services regarding a feasibility study on centers of excellence and assessment of resources and gaps in services; Creates a new section of KRS Chapter 214 to provide details for the name reporting system for those who test positive for HIV; Requires the Cabinet to conduct a review of guidelines for HIV or AIDS care coordination, to do annual reviews and outcome evaluations of programs, to review caseloads, to review the Kentucky Drug Assistance Program and the drug dispensing program, coordinate work with other agencies, insure access to Spanish-speaking interpreters, educate the health departments on a consistent basis, work with willing faith-based communities, reviews known cases of newborns with HIV, and encourage the establishment of  a pharmacological consultation program; Requires the Cabinet to establish a program that provides grants to nonprofit clinics that offer HIV/AIDS services in a multidisciplinary team approach; Amends KRS 214.181 to continue to allow anonymous testing for HIV and to exempt names of those who are anonymously tested from the reporting requirement; Amends KRS 214.625 to require health department testing on HIV to be reported; Amends KRS 222.421 to provide for priority access to alcohol/drug abuse programs for persons with HIV or hepatitis B or C; and, Amends KRS 311.282 to provide that physicians who report HIV status to the Cabinet in accordance with the Cabinet's name-reporting regulations shall not be liable for disclosure of confidential information.

FISCAL EXPLANATION:  The fiscal impact of SB 227/GA would range from $383,200 to $392,300 in General Fund support each fiscal year calculated as follows:

Cabinet for Families and Children (CFC) - $18,200 to $27,300 per year
The adoption provisions will cost between $18,200 and $27,300 per year based on 363 adoptions per year (113 CFC-committed children, 100 children from adoption agencies and 150 independent adoptions) and each test costing between $50 to $75.

Cabinet for Health Services - $365,000 per year.  The purposes of these costs are as follows:
Recommendation


HIV/AIDS Advisory Council*
100,000

Pharmacy Consultation
50,000

Care Coordinator (1 PFT)
55,000

Spanish Interpreter and Materials
60,000

Citizen Education (including statewide media campaign)
   100,000

Totals
$365,000

*In the event the Cabinet for Health Services decides not to create an advisory council, the fiscal impact would be reduced $100,000 each fiscal year.
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